Hand: delivery ofa wedding invitation drops Schlock, 
- "Fsor inca the male of 


BOOK 12: FORCE MULTIPLICATION §weessemecse 


THE HAPHAZARD FLUTTERING MIMICS 
WHAT PASSES FOR AN INDEX IN HIS 
MIND, MEMORY TS ORDERED NOT BY 
‘CHRONOLOGY, BUT BY RELATIONSHIPS. 


LIS RELATED TO EVERY OTHER 
UNHOLSTERING. 
4G 


DOES MY MEMORY HAVE A BUDGET 
PROBLEM? SOME OF THOSE PANELS 
WERE IN BLACK-ANO-WHITE, 


= 
y OG 


@ memories you see in| Schlock has complete sets of true YOU DION'T HAVE TO PUT ANY 
OF IT IN ME, DID Your 


and False memories which T used 
as a guide while I touched up 


your own memories, 
YOU CAN READ A 

GLOB OF SCHLOCK 

BY EATING IT? JUST 
LIKE OTHER 
AMORPHS? 


No, but your 
rotantion would 
ikaly improve if I had. 


‘ARE YOU SURE 
YOU GOT ALL OF THEM? 


T have a readar 
for amarph goo, yes. 


ey 


‘CAN YOU PUT MY ORIGINAL 
MEMORIES BACK? A 


Not without the 
original source. 


BUT I FEEL LIKE THE 
MEMORIES ARE RIGHT 
THERE, BARELY OUT OF 
REACH. T CAN UNLOCK 
THEM IF ONLY 1 CAN 
REMEMBER HOW. 


What you're remembering 
right now is an adventure 
serial whore that 
happoned, 


NO, NO... THERE'S THIS UNIOC 
HYPNOTIST 1 HEARD ABOUT. 


JACK-SAN ROBO NINE... I THINK T 
REMEMGER THAT MOVIE. B1G-BUDGET 
HOLO, BUT IT WAS IN BLACK-AND- 


That means you've never 
actually seen it. Your black-and- 
white memories are the implants. 


the zombulated 
infra-dead. 


It’s ust a big 
rmucidle if you're 
remembering it 
without Che 

colors! 


WE HAVE TO SEE THAT 
MOVIE AGAIN SO WE CAN 


Therapy, my Friend. 
You'd botter da 
as he says. 


The memary-Flagging 
works, Doctor. Tagan can 
now distinguish bohweon 
real and Falsitiod 

remembrance. 


He is a noble man, | 1 SUPPOSE IT WOULD BE |) OF course. Because nobody will take modicine 
mercenary vocation | PRUDENT FOR ME ANO J) which the doctor and her Family haven't 
Notwithstanding. ny WRRANG TO already tahon themselves 


A SKINNY PREACHER, T' A SOFT, 
CURVACEOUS WOMAN, AND THE GRuNTs 
SIMPLY CANNOT STAND TO BE OUTOONE, 


TT WAS NOBLE OF HIM TO 
VOLUNTEER TO GO FIRST. 


Your wife is doing Fine, 
Reverend. T have Finishad 
Flagging har Falso 

THANK YOU, 
rapantss PETEY. BUT WHY 


18 SHE STILL 
our? 


You and she share same 
Falschoods. Doctor Bunnigus 
will need you Fully informed 
and by her side whon I 
awaken her. 


GO UNDER THE 
KNIFE NEXT, THEN? 


By about a 
billion Factors of a billion, 
but lot's not got bogged 
down in risk managament. 


DEPTHS OF REVEREND THEO PosTus azn. |} | fies MouGH MCMORY, MAKING| fue SS 


FerevLenvesa wate asreriunss ne }{[_ Tieowarcreswaany asrerer| We 


TRUE ACCOUNTS RETAIN | PR 
THEIR SATURATED HUES. 
7 — 


et a is As 


50 PERFECT. LUCID DREAMING, 
OLD PRODUCTIVITY 


TRICK, 


THE WEDDING ‘TT WAS SO You're awake Well, stop it. You shouldn't be leaving important 
WAS A LIE BEAUTIFUL, in here? apps like “consciousness” open while I’m 
A recampiling your brain. 


T’D RATHER NOT SLEEP 
THROUGH THIS, I WANT TO 
‘SEE WHAT ELSE YOU QUIN, 


YOU PUT ME UNDER AND] | YOU THINK I SHOULD BE STRONG 
SHOWED ME THESE FALSE FOR HER WHEN SHE AWAKENS. 
MEMORIES WHILE BUNNI 

WAS STILL OUT. 


Fis I said before we 
started, I think you should 
be Fully informed and by her 
side when she awakons. 


SHALL 1 ACCUSE YOU 
‘OF CHAWINISH OR 
CHIVALRY? OR BOTH? 


“Egalitarianism.” I'm waking you both 


up at the same timo, 


SO TILL BE FULLY 
INFORMED, BY HER 
SIDE, AND GROGEY. 


NOW THAT I. 


‘IT’S PROBABLY] IT WAS A GREAT Why are we suddenly 
MME. THIS MOVIE| WEDDING, MAYBE A running? 7 
TS AWUL| LITLE COLORES, ( ae 


( BECAUSE “TACK™SAN 
‘Something abou Vee ROBO 8" NEEDED A SUDDEN 
their wedding. ENDING FORTY MINUTES AGO. 


Fan) 


ES 


GET OUT OF MY WAY, PETEY. 
THE DOC AND THE REVEREND. 
THEIR WEDDING WAS FAKED. 


They are by Far the 
most omationally 
stable poopie in 
your employ, and 
this is an emotional 


How exactly 
are you planning 
to help thom? 


No, lat me guess: you are going to toll 
them to hold still while you Fatch the 
Doctor and the Reverend. 


ORDINARILY I'D TAKE || 1'D FEEL BETTER ABOUT THAT IF 
YOU IN HY ARMS AND. |] WE WERE STILL ACTUALLY MARRIED. 
HOLO YOU ALL NIGHT. 


DOES THIS MEAN YOUR VOW 
(OF CHASTITY 15 BROKEN? I'm 
NOT CLEAR ON THE 
FINE PRINT, 


BUT I WAS TRICKED INTO 
BREAKING IT. YOU AND I 
ARE NOT AT FAULT, WE 
DIDN'T FALL TO LUStS, 
WE WERE DECEIVED. 


THE ECCLESIASTIUM 
HAS PROVISIONS FOR 
THIS. THERE IS 
PRECEDENT. 


VILLAINS ENTRAP CHAPLAINS WITH COUNTERFEIT 
MARRIAGES FAIRLY OFTEN? 


OH, YEAH, 11'S A REGULAR 
PART OF THE REPERTOIRE, RIGHT 
THERE WITH THE TWIRLY USTACHE AND 
‘THE DAMSEL DUCT-TAPED TO A ROCKET. 


‘I GUESS WE GET 
MARRIED AGAIN. T 
Ay EAN, IF THATS 
STILL WHAT YOU 


MS, BUNNIGUS, WILL 
YOU MARRY ME? 


TF THAT'S STILL 
WHAT I WANT? 


TO BE A FOOL 
TO REFUSE A MAN WHO IS 
SO OBVIOUSLY EASY TO TRAIN, 


Uf re sezes ane mnnoserraaie Tats (ONCE EVERY FEW MILLENNIA, HOWEVER A 

DENSE GAS FILAMENT SWEEPS ACROSS A 
NEUTRON STAR, A BLUE SUPEREIANT DIES, 
(OR A HUNERY WHITE DWARF DEVOURS ITS 
GIANT COMPANION. 


BUILT FROM THE MILKY WAYS 
GALACTIC CORE. 


THE EVOLUTIONARY PROGRAM OF ORGANIC 
LIFE DOESNT ITERATE EFFECTIVELY WHEN 


TTISNTA CONSTANT STATE MOST THE PRETTY STARLIGHT IS WASHED OUT [|| THE SKY MASHES THE RESET BUTTON 
| zeitTs THE STARLIGHT 15 JUST PRETTY. LIN SUDDEN, EXPLOSIVE BRILLIANCE. EVERY FIVE TO TEN THOUSAND YEARS. 


BUTEVENLIFELESS RLaneTs ane RICH | THESE Ramen woRtosuay Nor Yad| E.'S uBly down there. 
SOURCES OF BUILDING MATERIAL: HAVE EVOLVED CHILDREN OF THEIR fou Pr oi! 
crnes souninonarrascuT reu_fl| oun aur rievne sumoerine 


Se 


ALMOST CERTAINLY. 


Hi, Rev. You okay: AS SOCRATES SAID, “THE 
UNEXAMINED LIFE is 
Ly é NOT WORTH LIVING" 


SAD, BUT HALE. I 00 NOT 
REGRET LEARNING THAT SOME 
‘OF mY MEMORIES ARE FALSE 


DON'T SELL YOURSELF THE WAY YOUR MEMORY SUFFUSES YOUR ENTIRE, 
SHORT. YOU EXAMINE BODY? THE WAY YOU CAN ACCESS ANY OF IT, OR 
YOUR LIFE A LOT. a BB] EVEN THE neHORES OF OTHER AMORPHS YOUVE 


On, Mostly | try to ignore 
ail brat nolse. 2 
when I'm eating. 


pecially 


YOUR EVERY ACTION 
CAN STEM FROM A ROBUST 
SELE-KNOWLEDGE MOST OF US 
AREN'T EVEN EQUIPPED TO IMAGINE. 


0 YOU ANO THE Jig WE PLAN TO GET] | THEO SAYS THAT WE NEED TO BRING IN AN 
REVEREND HAVE A JX ACTUAL ECCLESIASTIUM PRIEST, THOUGH, 
PLAN, DOCTOR? 


WE DON'T Just 
NEED TO RE-MARRY. WE 
HAVE TO RENEW HIS OTHER VOWS. 


YOU HAVE MORE REMUNERATED 
VIOLENCE PLANNED FOR THE 
| COMPANY, 1 suPpOsE? 


NOT RIGHT AWAY. WE GOT} THESE GALHUB CITIES ARE VAY-CAY-SHUN. 1 OID 
PAID PRETTY WELL, AND THE| AS SECURE AS ANY PLACE PRONOUNGE IT RIGHT? 
TOUCH-AND-GO |S STILL | WE'VE BEEN. 1 THINK WE 
‘MAY BE ON VACATION 
FOR A FEW WEEKS 


YOU HEARD ABOUT BUT THEIR WEDDING... IT WAS WAS VERY ROMANTIC! 
BUNNI AND FaKep || A MAGICAL, ROMANTIC $0 SAD THAT IT NEVER ACTUALLY 
THEO? 2 hee Vreven MOMENT FOR WS, TOO. yt 


si 


oP 


ELF, YOU AND I HAVE LOTS I MEAN, SO WHAT IF THEIR 
OF ‘REAL MEMORIES TO FALL MARRIAGE WAS IMAGINARY? 
KON, AREN'T MOST MARRIAGES? 


BUNNI AND THEO'S 
IMAGINARY WEDDING IS KIND OF 
SAD, BUT IT DOESN'T AFFECT US, 


LOOK AT THE TWO OF 
US! WE DON'T NEED 
SOME PRIESTY-CRAFTY 
RUBBER-STAMP TO. 


T'M DOING ALL THE TALKING, 
BUT T'VE ALREADY LOST THIS 
‘ARGUMENT, HAVEN'T 12 


I SPOKE TO MY SPONSOR AT SHE'D DO 
THE ECCLESIASTIUM, That FoR 


SHE OFFERED. SHE SAID | | THAT'S NOT A LOT 
SHE COULD Be HERE|| OF TIME TO PLAN 
IN SIX DAYS. || A WEDDING. 


BISHOUIOP FITZGERALOINE VON BECKER 
WAS VERY UNDERSTANDING, SHE EVEN ASKED 
WHETHER SHE COULD PERFORM THE CEREMONY. 


THE HARO PART IS 
THE INVITATIONS. WE JUST 
NEED TO MAKE SOME CALLS. 


NOW THAT I THINK ABOUT IT, 1 
DON'T REMEMBER WHO EXACTLY 
WE INVITED TO THE FAKE 
WEDDING, 


THE ONLY PEOPLE 1 REMEMBER 
CLEARLY WERE FELLOW TOUGHS. 


PEOPLE WHOSE MEMORIES 


WERE ALSO BEING 


ALTERED... THAT MAKES 


SENSE. 


MONOS DE DIOS! THOSE 
UNS. BRAIN-HACKERS WANTED 

A CONSISTENT STORY! A MEMORY 
THAT INCLUDED PEOPLE WHO DIDN'T 
‘SHARE IT MIGHT GET DISCOVERED! 


THAT EXPLAINS WHY MY. 
FAMILY COULON'T 
MAKE IT. 


WE'LL START WITH THE EASY ONES. 
THERE WERE SOME TOUGHS WHO 

RETIRED AFTER WE GOT 
MARRIED, RIGHT? 


YES. YES 1 WOULD RATHER TALK TO A 
ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY KILO KILLING. 
MACHINE THAN TO MY MOTHER 


THESE CALLS ARE GOING TO 
8... DIFFICULT. 


ENNESBY, WE NEED TO PLAN ANOTHER 
WEDDING. DO YOU HAVE CONTACT 

INFORMATION FOR ANY OF THE 
TOUGHS WHO RETIRED? 


I don’t. Most of thom 
‘wanted to disappear. 


HOW LONG WOULG 1] ——= 


IT TAKE YOU Te 


Y Raaaand + now I do.) 
= = z ‘ 
~ S XX > 
XO) : © 


SHEP? IT'S DOCTOR HUH, FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK. 

BUNNIGUS, THEO AND I ARE GETTING RE- 
MARRIED IN A WEEK, AND 
YOU'RE INVITED. 


‘AND STILL OUT OF 
‘MARRIED LIFE? YOUR’ LEAGUE, SHEP. 


OC, I DON'T THINK I CAN 
MAKE IT. GOT SOME STUFF 
GOIN! ON HERE 


THAT'S OKAY. YOU LOOK 
LIKE YOU'RE DOING WELL. 
THE NEW EVES ARE NICE. 


T DRANK A BOTTLE OF NANNY— 
STUFF MY MA GAVE ME AND MY 
SYMBIOTE DROPPED DEAD, FELL 
RIGHT OFF MY FACE. MY EVES 
GREW BACK THO DAYS LATER 


THAT'S WONDERFUL! 
AND... AMAZING, 


YEAH, IT WAS PRETTY COOL, 
EXCEPT FOR THE PART WHERE T 
BARFED BLOOD FOR A WEEK 


feaiois Noncenty) See nezsean gi] unr Hemel) |p 20" Contry Ti 
‘OuGHT To see A "EM ALL OFF. MEDICA Horta playing 2 Contury TU 


SHEP, WOULD IT HELP IF CAUSE, YOU KNOW, || Doctor, are you seriously \] | NO, Tm SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING 
T MADE A HOUSE-CALL? THE FIRST OPINION IS |] considaring taking a Fiold- }|| TAKING A FIELO-TRIP INSTEAD OF 
ALWAYS “ORINK THIS" |] fin instead oF planning CALLING MY MOTHER 
your wedding? 


, 
— 
TT MIGHT. 1 THINK 
LOTS OF FOLKS HERE COULD 


USE A SECOND OPINON. 


I'M GOING TO TAKE A TRIP. 
JUST A FEW DAYS, DOCTOR 
BUSINESS, 


‘AND YOU DON'T WANT 
ME TO COME ALONG. 


TIME APART WILL BE GOOD FOR US. BESIDES, 
THIS WAY T WON'T BE TEMPTING YOU WITH 
MY AMPLE BOSOM, AND YOU WON'T BE 
TEMPTING ME WITH YOUR WRY WIT. 


—— 


MY WIT? YOU 
SLEEP WITH ME 


1 DION'T MARRY YOUR HAIRCUT OR 
YOUR SUNGLASSES, SWEETIE. + 


WHAT ABOUT MY EARRING? 
11's SEXY, AND LOADED. 
WITH RETRO-AWESOME, RIGHT? 


LIEUTENANT VENTURA, IS TAILOR NOT REALLY, T 
UP TO DOING MEDICAL RELOADED HIS 
WORK FASHION BANKS $0 HE 
COULD FINISH A NEW 

‘COMBAT SUIT FOR 

TAGON, 


THERE'S NO REASON I CAN'T 
TOOL Him up FOR BOTH. HE'S 
ALREADY GOT THE EXPANSION 

INTERFACE. 


T, For one, would love to be 
useful to the company in 
more than one capacity. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO TAKE A 
FIELD TRIP WITH ME FOR A 
DAY OR TWO? 


ERR. T MEANT 
TAILOR 


BUT HAVING YOU ALONG TO FINE 
TUNE THINGS IS PROBABLY EXACTLY 
WHAT WE NEEO. 


COOL! BUT I HAVE TO BRING 
ENNES@Y WITH US. T'VE MODDED Hitt 
ALOT, AND HE'S STILL IN SHAKE-COWN. 


[ revanutes carer. 


(Ceaptain,, we Have 

— A JOINT LEAVE 

REQUEST TO 

A “sugeit. 
(ez 


‘One brand-new, top-of-the-line tour | She has mil-spec annie-plants, a ‘Sounds perfect. 
bus. Payment For services rendered, } universal dacking collar, and enough We'll take it. 
ica to throw shields up in the 
Face of weapons Fire. 


HINPH. I GUESS LETTING YOUR Creature comforts include Fully- 
MERCENARY FRIENDS HIJACK MY RIDE | (reclining sleeper seas, a Full dining 
TWICE TURNED ME A PROFIT AFTER ALL. | aroa, and a luxurious skipper’s cabin. 


NO WAY. THIS IS ]{ THIS ISN'T A COMBAT | | IF YOU'RE NOT EXPECTING 

‘A TOUR BUS, MISSION. TT's A] | COMBAT, WHY ARE YOU 

NOT A COMBAT HOUSE-CALL. || BRINGING SOLDIERS? og 
ROP-SHIP. ¢ 3 


You rewile 
case you get 
‘shot. 


SCHLOGK 15 
CARRYING OUR BAGS, 
ANO LEGS 1S A BACK-UP PILOT. 


KATHRYN, WE'RE NOT EXPECTING 
TROUBLE, BUT IF SOMETHING 
COMES Up We WANT TO 

BE READY. 


WE'RE TRAVELING A SAFE, COMMERCIAL 
ROUTE. WE TERAPORT TO CELGATE, 

THEN CRUISE FOR HALF A DAY 
TO HAVEN HIVE. 


HAVEN HIVE 1S A DUMP. 
THE BOYS AND 1 OID. 
SOME RUNNING THERE. 
TT HAS NOTHING 

TO OFFER 


HALF THE INTERIOR 
ARCHITECTURE ISA 
slum MADE OUT OF 
SPITBOARO AND 

‘DUCT-TAPE 
REMNANTS, 


OUR FRIEND SHEP JUST MOVED THERE, 
‘AND NEEOS TO SPEAK TO A DOCTOR 
YOUR FRIEND NEEDS TO SPEAK 


JO A PSYCHIATRIST. 


KATHRYN, WE'RE NOT ASKING 
YOU FOR A FAVOR HERE. 


NO, THAT'S NOT WHAT I MEANT. |] TAGON WOULON'T LOAN US THE How can anybod, 
WE'RE OFFERING TO REFITTED LONGBOAT. "YOU DON'T, ‘ever NOT neet 
PAY YOU TO FLY US, NEED A GUNSHIP" HE SAID. Xgunetip? 


‘OH? IS THIS TO 
BE ANOTHER 
HIJACKING, 
THEN? 


WELL... IF YOU'RE PAYING ME 
THEN THIS 15 JUST A SIMPLE 
CHARTER, 


AND IF TAGON WON'T LET YOU 
TAKE A GUNSHIP WITH YOU, THEN 
AT LEAST HE BELIEVES IT'S A 
IMILK-RUN, 


DOUBLE THIS NUMBER. 
THAT'LL PAY FOR THE 
‘OUTBOUND LES, 


oY 


THAT WAS NEVER 
PROVEN, 


a 


‘MORE YACHT THAN TOUR BUS, THE "BUSSED EM 
DEPARTS THE ORBITAL CITY OF PARNASSUS COM 


BRAVE OF YOU, LETTING HER 
OUT OF YOUR’SIGHT LiKE 
THAT, REVEREND. 


‘OUTBOUND TERAPORTS ARE AUTHORIZED 
(QUITE LOSE TO THE CITY. IN MOMENTS 
THE BUS IS HALF A GALAXY AWAY. 


‘SO. ALL TWAT TROUBLE THEY SHOULDN'T 
GET INTO, THEYRE GOING TO GET 
INTO ANYWAY. 


COOL YOUR JETS. WE'RE NOT 
low HOM DOCKING FOR ANOTHER 
TERAPOI EIGHT HOURS, 


Cool! Ii 


$0, WHICH OF YOU BODYGUARD ia | IF IT'S IMPORTANT, |) IT's IMPORTANT, AND WE'RE 
TVPES CAN TELL ME WHAT SORT OF | Hil We CAN FIGURE IT’ ]} ON THE GO. READ UP. 
WEAPONRY IS FAVORED . 2 

BY THE UNSAVORY FOLK : a Loe , 

IN HAVEN HIVE, d 


driver is Galking 
Tike an officer? 


Cook, lacy. You maybe: 
saw me jumpin’ into 
trouble once, but you 
don’t know rie. 


‘See this? Somebody 
makes real trouble, 

I turn ‘em into ash, 
and then eat 

the ashes. 


HAVEN HIVE HASN'T BUILT 
ANYTHING TO CODE IN 
TWENTY YEARS. YOU FIRE 
THAT THING AND THE 
WHOLE SLUM WILL BURN, 
KILLING US ALL 


GOT A PLAN B, MISTER 
FIRE-BUG? 


Ml eat ‘em without 
torching ‘em. It just 
means I get to chew longer. 


ARE_YOU BEING my OVALKWIK MIGHT 
SERIOUS? T BA work BETTER 
CAN'T TEL, = " 


an 


Oh, don’t make that Face. 

T still ramember the list 
be oF all the things T'va 
Forgalten. 


Poor maat-heads. They're 
still reading, but they won't 
remember ‘millionth of 
what I now know about 
Haven Hive. 


How much did you save? Jig] | You had that s 
r GO} | much Free 
: space? : 
[~ / ~ f 
a A, 2 
J 


Fl oF it, Anything tho 
Hypernet knows about 
Haven Hive, I Know, 


No. T purged some 
stuff I wasn't using. I 
‘do that all the time. 


WHEN THE PATHOLOGICALLY Pl iL FIRST BEGAN 
WITH HUMANS IT BECAME CLEAR THAT THE TWO 
£5 WERE ON THE CUSP OF SOCIETAL SYMBIO 


THE LOCAL NAME OF THE SCHUUL WORLD, "CELESCHUL, 
MEANT “THAT WHIGH EMBRACES THE PEOPLE" THE 
FACT THAT IT HAPPENED TO BE HOMOPHONIC WITH 
"CELESTIAL," A HUMAN WORD FOR "HEAVENLY," HELPED 
HUMAN SETTLEMENT ALONG NICELY. 


‘SO DID THE FACT THAT ALL THE MESSIEST 
INDUSTRIES WERE IN ORBIT. CELESCHUL 
BECAME, ATLEAST ECOLOGICALLY, A 
PARADISE WHICH EMBRACED ALL PEOPLE. 


‘EXCEPT FOR THE GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE WHOSE BURROWED 
BOROUGHS FESTERED INSIDE DISCARDED CONTAINER SHIPS 
ORBITING THE GREAT FOUNDRIES IN THE SI 


You're implying that one oF 
us should divest the good 
Sorgeant of his Favorite tou. 


YOU'RE NOT TAKING 
THIS SERIOUSLY 
ENOUGH, 


‘YES, BUT INSIDE THE HIVE. 
HE'S GOT THE FIREPOWER 
TO KILL HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE, 


KATHRYN'S RIGHT, SCHLOCK'S 
PLASA CANNON IS 
DANGEROUS. 


about ta 
voluntoor me 
For tha jab. 


I'm taking the 
implications very 
soriously. 


Target-rich 
environments are 
lik that. 


That's why 
he carrios it. 


THIS IS NOT A BIG DEAL. || THIS IS AN ORDER HE | IT'S NOT LIKE 1’ Who's my shiny best Friend? 

BRERSNOE DS |B CRUE SEN | SENG Ne or nen 

J OUTRANK HIM, ‘MURDER AN INNOCENT OR Bony: lee SeNneeal CE NAL 
SACRIFICE A LOVED ONE. 


TM JUST ASKING HIM y > 
FOR HIS WEAPON. HE wiLt | 
RESPOND RATIONALLY. | 


SERGEANT, DID YOU FINISH 
READING LP ON HAVEN 


SO YOu KNOW HOW 
INSANELY DANGEROUS IT 
WOULD BE TO USE 
ANY INCENDIARY DEVICE 


SERGEANT, “FINISHING” THE 
READING cANS YOU 
READ ALL OF IT. 


No, it means | 
read until 


NO, THAT'S NOT WHAT IT MEANS. THERE 1S VERY IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION IN THAT OOCUMENT, 
Do you wanna argue about the 


reading, or do you wanna argue 
‘about me carrying my 

plasma cannon onto 
the station? 


CAN YOU FIRE IT 


What if | promise not 
WITHOUT TAKING 


Go take it’ ou oF my AS WITOUT TAKING 


‘MOUTH? 


YOU'RE A DOCTORRY FORCE MULTIPLIER. YOU 
HELP the BE MORE EFFECTIVE BY WATCHING 
MY BACK FOR ME. I'm A BETTER 

DOCTOR WHEN T'tt NOT 

DISTRACTED. 


‘So you'll be the best | 
doctor if | have my 
plasma cannon, 


NO, BECAUSE I DON'T WANT TO HAVE TO KEEP 
CHECKING BEHIND ME TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVENT 
SET THE STATION ON FIRE AND KILLED US ALL. 


I could stand in 
Front oF you. 


DOES EVERYBODY REMEMBER WHAT THE TRAVEL GUIDE LOOK BORED. ANSWER || That counter is less than a 

SAID ABOUT CLEARING THE HAVEN HIVE INGRESS TRUTHFULLY. DON'T 8 || meter high. | can clear it 

COUNTER? CARRYING CONTRABAND. || While carrying contraband 
< and Ill be bored the 

whole time. 


WELCOME TO HAVEN HIVE. ‘OM, THIS IS MY LUCKY DAY. STEP 


DECLARATION. Shea ite FOR a ENHANCED 
ey : : S 


USITING A 
FRIEND, 


IF THAT'S A EUPHEMISM, 
THIS IS NOT YOUR LUCKY DAY. 


Here's my declaration. || You wanna do one o' || / The gloves come off pal. | 
This is a business them enhancement wanna be able to taste you. 
trip. I'm her || grope-downs, you 


bodyguard || gotta arope me First. 


YOU'RE NOT A DOCTOR, SO 1} When a Firefighter 
DON'T NEED 10 SEARCH YOU. |} pulls a baby out of 


60 CHIL-FLL, Tim JUST purring house andl 
DOING MY JOB. ——ll says ['m just aol 
You did NOT img Job Che gd 


just say that. 


gets a medal. 


‘But when a tin-pot 
burro-crat saus 
Im just doing my job 
he gets Filled with 
metal. Little pieces, 
moving very Fast. 


THIS? THIS IS NOT HOW THE TRAVEL 
GUIDE RECOMMENDS CLEARING THE 
INGRESS COUNTER 


AND YOU. IF YOU WANT TO STRIP-SEARCH Ti CALLING YOUR 
MME WE'RE DOING IT HERE, IN FULL BLUFF, LADY. 
VIEW OF EVERYONE. 


YOURE GOING TO Look 

MME IN THE EYES, AND YOU'RE 
GOING TO DIE INSIDE WHEN YOU THAT'S NOT WHAT 
REALIZE THAT YOU WILL NEVER, YOURE GOING TO CALL 
EVER, EVER HAVE WHAT YOU SEE IT TWO MINUTES FROM NOW. 


TWO VERY INTENSELY 
NAKED MINUTES LATER. 

LEASE DON'T 

TELL THEO WHAT 

T JUST O10. 


You don’t want him 
to know you were 
raked in Front’ of 
everybody? 


OH, I DON'T 
IND IF HE’ KNOWS T 
SUBMITTED TO A STRIP-SEARCH, 
THAD 10 IF WE'RE GOING 
TO BE ABLE TO HELP SHEP. 


T9090 — 
WHAT I DID NOT HAVE TO 00 TD RATHER MY HUSBAND... ERR, 
WAS EMPLOY THOSE EXOTIC FIANCE NOT KNOW THAT THIS 
DANCE SKILLS THE PARTICULAR PACKAGE CAN 
WAY T O10. 8E.. WEAPONIZED. 


1 TOLO YOu, 1 
WORKED AS AN 
EXOTIC DANCER, 


A JOB FOR WHICH YOU 
SEEM TO HAVE BEEN 
OVERQUALIFIED. 


YOu BROKE THAT 
BOY'S BRAIN WITH THE 
BD L00k ON Your FACE. 


BUTTONS. YOU, THOUGH... YOU READ THAT 
INGRESS AGENT, FOUND HIS BUTTONS, 
AND THEN TOLD HI WHICH ONE 

YOU WERE GOING TO PUSH. 


T KNOW! T HAVE TO AT LEAST @RURH. 
[AN ELBOW WITH MY FINGERTIPS, AND 

I NEVER TRY TO CALL NY SHOTS. p= 
YOU'RE 6000.) f 


HE THOUGHT HE KNEW WHAT 
WAS COMING, BUT HE WAS 
PUTTY IN YOUR HANDS, 


I 01D NOT TOUCH 
Him WITH MY HANDS, 
‘OR ANYTHING ELSE: 


EIGHT-BALL, 


CORNER POCKET. HEH, BUT YOU CALLED A SHOT ON TWO. 


BALLS, SANK ‘Et BOTH, AND THEY'RE 
STAYING IN YOUR POCKET 
IREVER. 


BACK WHEN I DANCED, I MADE FI I USUALLY READ THE ROOM 
ABOUT FIVE TIMES WHAT THE DURING THE FIRST 12 BARS 
OTHER GIRLS DID. 1 KNEW ‘OF MY SET, AND THEY 
HOW TO PLAY HAD THEIR WALLETS 
TO THE BIG 

TIPPERS. Lisl 


AND YOU'RE RIGHT. IT WASN'T 
IBY BODY CLOSING THE DEAL. 
TT WAS A BLEND OF PEOPLE- 
SKILLS AND SITUATIONAL 
‘AWARENESS. 


‘SPEAKING OF 
SITUATIONAL AWARENESS... VI 


Ai mugging? This can't be right. & 
There are seven of us, and wa 
don't mave like pushover. 


This guy is either now Find if he's @ decou, 
to the street, crazy, or this is probably a 
professional hit. 


| wonder if Ii! 
get in trouble 
For eating him. 


< 7) RE 
. SA] Hurt, YOUNG MAN, 


A GOOD AMBUSH PUTS ALL OF YOUR TARGETS: TWO SECONDS AGO THIS NOW IT'S A CHARLIE FOXTROT. 4 
"NONE, CONCENTRATED FIELO OF FIRE as sit 4 6000 ASH — 


WHERE'D THE GREEN, ‘ALSO, "BREAKFAST." 
ONE GO! HE'S FAST! 


it == 
LEAPING IN ODD DIRECTIONS FROM 
‘A COLD START TS SECOND NATURE 


THAT 25 Nor whene sue YZ 
LEARNED THIS TRICK. 


OS; ~ 
et 
SHEHAS SPENT THELAST dean 
EARS u 
Two Yeats WORLINE WITH oes 


A TEAM OF URBAN RUNNERS, 


TLL TAKE IT. 


LIT IS EASY TO BE SURPRISED BY TH 
‘STRENGTH OF A SMALLER OPPONENT. 


eo 


‘SKINNY, SCRAWNY TYPES OFTEN PACK 
*WHIPCORD" MUSCLES, STARTLINGLY 
POWERFUL FOR THETR LACK OF BULK. 


‘FRELLENTE ARE THE | 
VERY DEFINETION OF 
SKINNY AND SCRAWNY. 


AND THETR PREHENSILE TONGUES ARE 
THE VERY DEFINITION OF "WHIPCORD. 


ATF 


< 
~ 


We won. Four bad 


THE MEAN STREETS 
guys dawn, plus 
é in a scissors-hold. 
Lf] Pah 7 L 
Ve 


Three mare are 
running away, but 
T disarmed thom. 


Sh) : eS REGROUP! Hau 
Wa ee! YS mm THe WOUNDED 
48) INTO THE OPEN! 
Drop that hnifa, and 
Ti Io you put both hands 
4 ‘on top oF your hoad. 


puch. You Okan hot ‘supposed to. 
(Fr 


‘Sorry ‘bout the No problem. Youre 


Lox 


‘SERGEANT, 
WHERE ARE THE 
OTHER TWO? 


SERGEANT, YOU DIDN'T HAVE TO JN ‘Talk to the shoe. INTERROGATE ME. 
EAT Hen. ‘ B's taking a while PLEASE. 
They clcn't to digest. 6a 
have to point ~~ 
guns at my af A 
Friends. 


‘AND WE NEED 
TO KNOW WHY THEY 
WERE POINTING GUNS, 
WOULON'T IT BE NICE TO. 
HAVE SOMETHING LEFT 
TO INTERROGATE? 


“Standard Operating 


Oh? T bet it moans 
Procedure." 


somebody is stealing 
our ride, too. 


EVERYBODY 
BACK TO 
THE BUS! 


SAM AT THE BOTEQUIMED HIRED US. 
YOU'RE THE COMPETITION, WE WERE 
SUPPOSED TO TAKE YOU OUT. TEAM OF DOCTORS, 


WITH NO LICENSE: 


WHY ARE WE SUDDENLY) / This might have been a 

RUNNING? T THOUGHT two-pronged attack. lle 

WE WON. should defend the bus. 
are 


Ful stomach, Uh, 
This is just’ punishment. 


AY BUS JUST 
aww, FICUS. Ficus FoxTROT DECIDED 10 MAKE LIKE 


BENTAMIN? 2 ‘A TREE AND LEAVE. 
( e 


You curse 
fusing troos?, 
ee 


YOUR BUS LEFT? WHAT ‘A TEAM OF GOONS TRIED " 
TR Aas N Th. ILL COME 


BACK FOR US, 
RIGHT? 


“AS SOON. AS PEOPLE STOP 
SHOOTING AT ME," IT SAYS. 


Bratty sensible 
For dumb little 5.1 


‘ee oe 
(we see 
= eS 


WHAT'S THE POINT? 
ALL MY MEDICAL 
GEAR WAS 


oF doctorry Force y* 
rulipters. p 


‘ why 
jou brought a robot 
AM ard 2 robobicse, 


You still have plenty | 


oe 
on 
and my appetite, 


1 WAS HOPING TO 
BRING SHEP BACK TO. 
THE BUS FOR AN EXAM. 


I have a report 
Fram Ennesby. 


The doctor's foam is 

currantly fabing cover in an 
abandoned retail parcel, Thay 

were assaulted, and than someone 
attempted to steal their transportation. 


THAT DION'T TAKE LONG. 
WHY AREN'T THEY ALREADY 
ON THEIR WAY BACK? 


‘Their bus defended itself by running 
|{ away. Ennesby said Schlock wants you 
to know that a gunship would not 
have dane that. 


Th NEVER 
GOING TO HEAR 
THE END OF THAT. 


BUT THE SERGEANT'S GOT A POINT. Sir, Ennesby recommends against an 
LOAD UP THE LONGBOAT AND HAVE overt oxtraction, and I concur. There 
SHODAN ASSEMELE A STRIKE TEAM is an IHC warrant out against us. 


Intordictian and fisset| 

Confiscation: IF wo Fly into UNS. 

space with anything rematoly military 
they will intercept, board, and confiscate. 


SO WE TAKE THE TOUCH-AND-GO The warrant was issued | 1 GUESS WE SCORED SOME 
AND MUSCLE OUR WAY THROUGH. I by UNS. Admiralty, not | FAME WITH THAT LAST 
fraffic control. le would 
be Facing carrier groups 
and battloplates, not 
police cruisers. 


Fine. That action 
earned us infamy. 


ar ll 


The Doctor and the Sargeant 
are busy arguing strategy. 


You and I should 
talk: privataly, 


TWAS PAYING 
ATTENTION, 


You spotted it before aither 
of our bodyguards did. 


THEY WERE NOT. 
PAYING ATTENTION. 


You jumped your thug, threw 
him into @ wall by his hair, 
and disarmed him while 
doing an arial cartwheel. 


$O I SPOTTED THE AMBUSH 
‘AND TOOK DOWN A THUG) 
WITH A LITTLE FLAIR, 
WHAT'S YOUR POINT? 


You're not whak you 
seom to be, Kathryn. 


MAYBE NOT. BUT MAYBE 
WHAT I SEEM TO BE 
1S WHAT T ACTUALLY 
WANT 10 @E. 


So... you've gat combat 
iraining, Field experience, 
and an early discharge. 


You've boon playing 
with urban runners 
7 bocayse you want to 
put all that bohind you. 


AND T REALLY SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT 
HIRING MYSELF OUT AS A ORWER TO A 
BUNCH OF CLUELESS, DAY-TRIPPING 
MERCENARIES WOULD BE A MISTAKE. 


For you, maybe. 
ile gat a deeply 
discounted asset. 


OKAY, I'M AN “ASSET.” FINE. LET'S SET THE RECC " Deeply classified... You 
a i ia You micur aE CLEVER, 
DEDUCED WAS aN HONORABLE ONE. preg Bula Potior® Ja) wore on the Tanguska? 


~~ 
AAAIE! HOW DID 


OTHERS OPT OUT OF RENEWAL AFTER OUR SHIP 
WAS DESTROYED IN A DEEPLY CLASSIFIED DISASTER YOU OO THAT? 


Ne 
Te a apa cae 
Hr ne ats oye ier a Se 


The Junguska wes destroyed in 
an unchartod systom we called 
“Zoojack." lle were hiding 
thore, Thay camo 

hunting us. 


DO YOU EXPECT ME TO 
BELIEVE THAT TAGON'S 
LITTLE BAND OF 
MALEVOLENT MORONS 
TOOK DOUN A 
BATTLEPLATE? 


OF course not, A mab 
‘oF dark-mattor Da'anuri 
destrayad the Tunguska. 
Thay mostly ignored our 
tiny cruiser, which is 
why we got away. 


Yoah? Well, once we Found bullets 
that would work I took on a@ mab 
‘OF Ba’anuri @ million times that 
size using that same cruiser. 


OW YOU'RE JUST 
MAKING STUFF UP. 


THEY'RE OBVIOUSLY USING THE SECURITY 
CAMERAS. THAT'S HOW THEY FOUND 
US SO QUICKLY. 


if they Fil ws again 
Mi Suse have another 
meal. Well be Fine. 


OF, SHUT UPL 
YOU'RE BOTH TOO 
NAIVE TO LIVE. 


IF YOU WANT TO ESCAPE 
THIS MESS YOURE GOING 
TO NEED Me TO BREAK OUT 
SOME SKILLS YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN PAYING FOR 


I MIGHT BE ABLE TO AFFORD 
THIS IF T GET PREGNANT 
AND MORTGAGE THE BABY, 


SELL PUTS ON THE 
BRAT. I NEED MY MONEY UP 
FRONT, NOT IN NINE MONTHS. 


RATHI EL CORN TL OATICR | Atel 1%, wos get & ae in For my money | expect a 


KW SOLLFUL YOU ARe, T “ed | acivance, abel the penalty _ateaess, reed dhow ela cack cna 


CAN'T AFFORD THIS. clause For screwing us is TACTIC, FF I'm lucky Ml get both. 


'T get to eat you' 


Darn. | was hoping (OH HA. THAT JOKE 
HAVEN HIEVE, aamooneoseri.ree RETAIL PARCEL For real inceligence, NEVER GETS OLD. 


HEY, LOOK AT THAT. THE 


pe FUNDS TRANSFERRED. 


YOU JUST BOUGHT YOURSELF 
SOME MILITARY INTELLIGENCE. 


ENNESBY, WE NEED MAPS, AND WE YOU FOUND THIS BOLT-HOLE | | LEGS AND SCHLOCK, WE NEED TO POOL 

NEED TO KNOW WHERE THE FOR US, ASSUME YOU CAN |] THOSE CAPTURED WEAPONS, AS WELL AS WPsracr wiTt THE 

ENEMY MIGHT HAVE EVES, FIND WAYS FOR US TO GET|| ANYTHING YOU MIGHT HAVE SmueaLED J\ ‘purse -pomPER 
‘AROUND UNSEEN, |] ONTO THE HIVE. T SCORED, 


GET ME AMMO COUNTS, AND 
FIGURE OUT IF ANY OF 
‘OUR AINHUNITION 15 


INTERCHANGEABLE, 


DOCTOR, FOR THE DURATION 
OF THIS MISSION AND MY. 
EMPLOYMENT YOU WILL BE 
SELECTING STRATEGIC 
OBSECTIVES. 


YOU HAVE HIRED ME TO. 
HANDLE TACTICS, EXECUTION, 
‘AND TO KEEP EVERYONE ALIVE. 


THIS RELATIONSHIP 1S SIMILAR 
TO THE ONE BETWEEN THE 
MERCHANT WHO OWNS A 
VESSEL, AND THE CAPTAIN 
WHO COMMANDS IT. 


YOU WANT US TO CALL 
YOU CAPTAIN, 


YOU DIDN'T HIRE 
A BUTTERBAR 


BEFORE WE EXAMINE OUR || YOU MAY NOT HAVE NOTICED, BUT SHORT-STUFF ‘TM NOT THAT KINO OF 

OPTIONS, DOCTOR, YOU fl] OVER THERE IS SUFFERING FROM SOME boctor 

HAVE AN’ ASSIGNMENT. FLAVOR OR ANOTHER OF POST- 
TRAUMATIC STRESS. 


PARA, IT'S GOING TO BE} | KATHRYN HAS PUT TOGETHER A WAS THAT COMFORTING SCHLOCK ATE TWO PEOPLE, AND 
‘OKAY. YOU DON'T NEEO || GOOD PLAN, AND SCHLOCK ENOUGH? CAN YOU OPEN HIS BURPS SMELLED LIKE DOG- 
TO BE SCARED. ‘AND LEGS ARE PRACTICALLY AN UP TO Me NOW? CHOW SALSA 

ENTIRE PLATOON BY THEMSELVES, 

WE ARE GOING TO GE FINE. 


‘Yup. That's Fear. Not my Favorite 
marinade. You gotta eat people 


before they have a chance 
bo get scared. (seaceanr, 
PAU Ease st 

a GE 6 


e a ie 
(we 


J SMELL IT NOW. 
COMING FROM Me, 


IT WAS STINKY. 


SMELL. KIND OF LIKE BAD 


BODY-ODOR, HIDING BEHIND 
ALL THE OEATH-SMELLS. 


BACK ON CREDOMAR, WHEN 
I... CAME UNDONE... 


DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND? 
THOSE WEN 1 KILLED ON 

THEY WERE 
TeeRIPIeD Just Like 
TAM NOW, 


YOU DON'T NEED TO BE. 
WEVE GOT A GOOD TEAM 
HERE, AND YOU KNOW 
YOU CAN TAKE CARE 

(OF YOURSELF. 


STOP. PATRONIZING. ME. 


I AM NOT SCARED 
OF DYING. 


I AM SCARED OF 
KILLING PEOPLE! 


ANGER. GOOD. YOU'VE MADE 
PROGRESS, LET'S MOVE OUT. 


[Seer GOOD WORK, LITTLE } |] GLUE, WITH FLECKS OF \[ THE 'NOSTIC NANNS ARE 
msrer sanpaio, |] Ren cets wave A) || BLACK AND slice Bre Xtal NG Us See Weeds 
(ook PROFESSOR Baus 

NUMBER STEEN 


|—~ MAMA-VO DRANK 

oF fete wate Sta 
wr aht eo ex mutes 

Mio ee a ae 


THEY'RE ALL | HAVE YOUR MAMA-VO THUMBSIGN THIS NOW, WHERE WERE WE? 


% 


UST BRING THAT BACK AND T'LL SEND 
YOU HOME WITH A BOTTLE OF SIXTEEN. 


OW, THAT'S RIGHT. YOU WERE EXPLAINING PROFESSOR PAU'S FORMULA TWENTY 
O' Me HOW EIGHT OF YOU GOT JUMPED THREE MIGHT WORK ON A GROWN, 
DURING YOUR OWN AMBUSH, 9 fas WO Has CLEARLY 

HI 


(e4 
ese haoe tt 


EATS PEOPLE, AND A FLYING 
ROBOT WITH SCISSORS. 


| PP mm |] BUT IT'S NOT FAIR. || AND NOW I NEEO EVEN MORE J} THAT'S JusT YOUR 
SAM'S CONTRACT WAS wi 
LATER, JUST BEHIND I NEEDED THE MONEY FOR A BOTTLE OF CONCUSSION 
SERGEY. THE BLOB ATE SERGEY. : 
BOTEQUINED.. PRESTO. NO CONTRACT, | | HONEY. BROPESSOR PAU INURY TALKING, 


HEY, TINO... MAYBE IF 
WE GO BACK AND 
FINISH THE JOB MISTER 
SAMPAIO WILL PAY US. 


THAT'S YOUR CONCUSSION 
TALKING AGAIN, RAFE. 


WE HAD ‘EM IN THE 
KILL-ZONE, BUT RACK- 
CHICK AND HER GANG 
TOOK US APART. 
SERGEY AND JULIO 
ARE DEAD. 


50... MORE MONEY FOR 
US IF WE PULL IT 
OFF, RIGHT? 


NOW IT'S SAYING 
“SUICIDE, RAFE... YOU'RE 
TOO $TUPIO TO LIVE" 


1 DON'T WANT TO SLEEP IN THE Jo] TINO, GUYS LIKE US 
BARK TONIGHT. I DON'T HAVE DISAPPEAR FROM 
CASH FOR A CAIKAO, THE PARK ALL THE UTiinne 


Tn Nor sHagine © 
MINE. BARELY ENOUGH 
SPACE FOR ONE. 


SOMETIMES YOU HULKING GREAT 
MORONS DISAPPEAR FROM 


j 


THE STREET, TOO, 


I DON'T HAVE A Dp DIRECT HARDWARE ACCESS HELPS, 
HACK FOR THAT EVEN IF IT JS IRRELEVANT NOW. 
‘GROUP YET. yi 


‘Camera around the corner, UW V 
Bart of the Fuscar network, 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS? T'M THERE ARE EMPTIES LYING ) | 1 HOPE NOT. MIGHT BE 
SEEING A LOT OF 405 FoR) || AROUND AS WELL. BAD BLOOO-NANNIES, 
THESE PROFESSOR Pau's GO Yor TaN Tie STEER CLEAR OF THE 

THAT'S WHAT. 

YOUR FRIEND 

SHEP DRANK? 


SERGEANT, DID YOU JUST 
ORINK OUT OF A MEDICINE 
BOTTLE YOU FOUND 

(ON THE GROUND? 


OKAY, I GUESS I DON'T SEE HOW 
THAT COULD POSSIBLY BE MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN SWALLOWING 

TWO ARMED MEN WHOLE 


'AS YOU WERE. 


u 
humans call 
yourselves 
omnivores. 


Hi. Is Shep here? 
\ We used to work 
together. 


JEREMIAH! WHAT HAVE YOU GOTTEN 
INTO THIS TIME? SOMEBODY'S GONE 
AND DUMPED ON OUR STOOP! 


‘BAFFLER’ BULKHEA 


OKAY, 
SERGEANT. 
“MY TURN. 


‘MA'AM, WE'RE FRIENDS 
(OF JEREMIAH SHEPHERD. 
CAN WE SPEAK TO HIM2 py 


WELL, NOW IT'S 
NOT. SHE'S PRETTY. 11's 
‘ABOUT TIRE YOU HAD 
LADY-FRIENOS CALLING. 


RELAK, ma, J 
THAT AIN'T 


ON DOWN, HY BOY 
1S SURE TO BE 
HAPPY TO SEE YOU! 


You come RIGHT ( 


[ff | THREE SeAUTIFUL WOMEN! 
JEREMIAH, YOUVE BEEN 
HOLDING OUT ON, 


THREE WOMEN, TWO ROBOTS, A BLUE OSTRICH AND 
‘A BLOB. JEREMIAH, I GON'T THINK THIS 
18 A SOCIAL CALL 


TLL THROW DOWN A 
BATCH OF COOKIES, 


YOU SAID THE 
MEDICAN RAN OFF 
ALL THE DOCTORS. 


‘OH, NO. DID Y'ALL 
GET ATTACKED? 


No, we got breakfast and 
if came With Free guns. 


SHEP, WHAT'S GOING 
ON OUT THERE? 
WHAT DO D 


YOu WEAN?) & 


fm | YOu D10 NoT say 
Ag | sitine Doctors wees 
GETTING ASSAULTED BY 

WN | GANGS OF THUGS. 


‘OH, MAN. T KNEW 
IT WaS BAD. 
1 Guess iT 


GOT WORSE, 


T TRIED TO CLEAN UP THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD some, 
YOU KNOW, THROW MY’ 
WEIGHT AROUND. 


THAD MY OWN LITTLE 
ARMY FOR A WHILE. 
THEN I GOT SICK. 


YOU LOOK OKAY 
NOw, SHEP. 


OKAY? I CAN BARELY 
BENCH-PRESS THREE 
TURES MY WEIGHT. 


THAT'D BE ABOUT A FOUR- 
HUNDRED KILO BENCH. 
YOURE BOOSTED. 


MORE LIKE FOUR-FIFTY. BUT 
T SHOULD BE ABLE TO 


YES, HE'S 
B00sTEo. OR AT 
LEAST HE USED TOE. 


SHEP, I'm AFRAID WE 
NEED TO TAKE A 


DON'T WORRY. 
THATS JUST A 
EUPHENISM, 


HO 


‘1 DON'T WANT TO 
E EUPHEMIZED! 1 
FEEL FINE T WANT 
TO 6O FOR A WALK. 


AND I THINK LIEUTENANT 
VENTURA HAS THE ONLY 
TOOL I NEEO IN THAT 
BELT OF HER’. 


PERFECT. 
FRIENDS HAVE A KIT FOR 
BOOST DIAGNOSIS? 


DOES ONE OF YOUR ROBOT ) { NO. THAT WASN'T IN 
a TAILOR'S SUITE, 


FORTUNATELY, THERE 
ARE A FEW SIMPLE FIELD 
TESTS I CAN PERFORM, 


SHEP! HAVE A SEAT ON THE 


AI counter ano Lose YOuR Eves. 


HE HAS TO KNOW 


‘Shep is Gough. f] | SHE'S HIS FRIEND, 
He can take 5 HER, 


— 
HE WAS 
SHE'S 


SA 
CORPORAL, 

A LIEUTENANT, OLD 
HABITS DIE HARO. 


ER WHA’ 


I WONOE 
HAMMER IS 


FOF 


RELAX AND PICTURE A 
WHITE SCREEN WITH THE | | ONE FEATURE MOST SOPHONTS HAVE IN COMMON: 
LETTER “A ON IT. | | WHEN THEY CONTEMPLATE A TASK, THEY MAY 
RECALL PREVIOUS PERFORMANCES OF THAT TASK. 
loo 


WHOA... THAT 
WAS IN BLACK: 


"ARENT YOU SUPPOSED Jum HANG ON, I JUST REALIZED 
TO 00 SOMETHING THAT I DON'T ACTUALLY 
Now? KNOW WHETHER 

THIS WORKS, 


Groat badside 
manner, Dac. 


THIS PROCEDURE... MY J] | ADVICE? DON'T ASK FOR A SECOND 
MEMORIES OF IT ARE J] | OPINION IN A PANICKED VOICE IN 
FALSE. my memories Jal | FRONT OF THE PATIENT. 

OF LEARNING IT 

ARE FALSE. 


watever THe | RY 
uns TooK out | 
(OF My BRAIN, THiS | PRA 
As Pat or at | 
THEY PUT IN ITS PLACE. | nag What sho said. 


START BY TELLING US THESE SOLDIER-BOOSTS ” TF: ma! It mak 
ints suppose Fae Ace piaaionye) | THATS TERRIFYING, | ing magisacha 2 ot 
eae es Aaeey 

pees 


A SERS S care 
Tie eects 0 


TVE GOT LIGHT UNS. BOOSTS, || Petay’s got gaod medical ae KEWN, I JUST GOT A CALL FROM 
Facilities. We should call | }] P42NASsUs DOM, SIX BUNNI. SHE WANTS US TO 
back ta Parnassus Dom |} | MzNU7eS LATER —=_PLAY DOCTOR 
and have somebody 
perform an experiment 


N AND NO, TM NOT 
| aie LETTING YOU TEST ME 
f 


TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS. 


CIF called back. The hammer THEY PROBABLY CAN'T 


tap works just lika yc HURT THEMSELVES WITH 
‘A FEW EXPERIMENTS. 


Well... some of the 

grunts are convinced 

She triad it out on] there are other roFiox 
several grunts For good| points, and a now 
measure, No ill effacts.| gama has davolopod, 


LET ME SEE IF 


UNDERSTAND 


AT SOME POINT IN THE LAST AND NOW YOU'RE HIDING 

SIk MONTHS YOUR ENTIRE OUT IN A SLUM IN UNS. 

COMPANY WAS SECRETLY IN SPACE ATTEMPTING TO 

UNS. CUSTODY, BUT NONE OF JI} PRACTICE MEDICINE 

YOU! ACTUALLY ‘REMEMBER IT. CONTRARY TO LOCAL 
‘ORDINANCES. 


THE UNS, COVERED 
THEIR TRACKS BY ALTERING 

EVERYONE'S MEMORIES, INCLUDING 
THINGS SURROUNDING YOUR OWN 
MEDICAL TRAINING AND PRACTICE, 


YOU'RE SAYING I SHOULON'T TRUST 
MY OWN DECISIONS, BECAUSE mY 
BRAIN IS SUSPECT? 


NO, 1 SAYING YOU SHOULON'T 
TRUST YOUR DECISIONS BECAUSE 
YOU ARE A FIG-WITTED IDIOT. 


YOU CAN'T TRUST YOUR 
MEMORIES, AND YOU CAN'T 
TRUST THE UNS., WHICH 
PROBABLY MEANS YOU 
CAN'T TRUST ME. 


WAS A UNS. ANALYST 
TRAINING FOR FIELD WORK. 


SPY STUFF. RIGHT. SO YOU'RE ) | I SUSPECT IT'S BETTER 

SUGGESTING WE FiRE YOU FoR ALL OF US IF I 

BECAUSE YOU MIGHT BE A DON'T GET THIS Mess OF 
YOURS ALL OVER Me. 


‘OR A PROGRAMMED 
SLEEPER. I OON'T KNOW, BUT 
TLL REFUND YOUR MONEY. 


‘The contract says iF 
you chicken oue I stil 
get to eat you. 


CHECK THE ARBITRATION 
‘CLAUSE. YOU HAVE TO EAT 
IME IN FRONT OF A JUDGE. 


THE GROATY-RAISIN COOKIES WERE FROM A 
MIX, BUT I MADE THE PUCKERDOODLES 
FROM SCRATCH, WITH REAL 

VAT-LEMONS, 


BE A PROPER HOST AND 


UNFOLD SOME CHAIRS, JEREMIAH, 


YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS SHOULD 
SIT DOWN PROPER, AND HAVE 
‘A PROPER SNACK. 


YOU BEASTS LET THAT YOUNG THAT'S BETTER HAVE A YOU TWO DON'T GET COOKIES 
THIS COOKIE, CEAR UNTIL YOU APOLOGIZE. 


Cina 


I DON'T CARE WHAT YOU ( 
NOT \ \ 


DEAR, THEY'VE MUSSED YOUR 
HAIR. WHY DON'T YOU TAKE 
‘A MOMENT TO FRESHEN UP2 


BE QUICK, 


SHUT YOUR MOUTH 
AROUND THAT COOKIE. YOU'RE 
GETTING CRUMBS ON THE FLOOR 


MINIM... "CHEW" “GULP BUT 
THE HEADS THE FIRST 
BOOR ON THE RIGHT. 


(OH, SILLY ME. I SENT HER 
OUT THE EMERGENCY EXIT. 


WAIT... YOU JUST SENT AND NOW YOUR BLOB-MONSTER 
KATHRYN OUT THE on it IS CHASING HER YOU HAVE NO 


F BACK DOOR? ; SENSE OF PROPRIETY. 


| ol Three For the road. 
YOU FORGOT rented 
PLEASE!" 


YES I DID. YOU PEOPLE WERE 
HOLDING THAT YOUNG LADY 
HERE AGAINST HER WISHES. 


AND SCHLOCK SAID HE CAN'T EVEN SLOW HIM FIGURE A THIRTY SECOND 
COM SHELL FEAR. (CoG wit my iron) SS] Reao-sraer. 
Z| Ee 


KE ~’ 


TE THEY'RE SMART, THEY'LL 


. SEND SCHLOCK AFTER ME. 
SCHLOCK AND LES Je THAT'S TRUE,| SAN chen if THEYRE NOT, HE'S 


ARE BOTH STRONGER HIS SENSE OF SmeLL 
TOO AGGRESSIVE NOT TO ‘Give 
AND FASTER THAN I AM. MIGHT LET HIM TRACK me. | TOO AGERENSIE NOTION 


I PROBALY HAVE ABOUT TEN 
SECONDS TO COME UP WITH A 
PLAN FOR NOT GETTING EATEN. 


Kathryn is fast, but ‘She's been wearing that You're slow, you're loud, you're 

she's only human Fast. ‘same jumpsuit For rine seiniy, andl youre righ 
hours now, and her hearé around 

might as well be a bia, 

thumpy, locator beacon. 


corner. 


‘She has parkata- 
urbateu skills, but 


Hello, Kathryn. Maybe iF 
you aathed ove otter 
T wouldn’s be 


BATHING SOUNDS LIKE A 


Tr THis WAS A MONSTER MOVE, 
TID RUN AWAY IN A PANIC WHILE 
YOU RE-ASSEMBLE YOURSELF. 


15 15 NOT A MONSTER MOVIE. OR 
IF IT IS, I GET 10 BE THE 
MONSTER NOW, 


$0... SHOULO 1 SCATTER YOuR Pieces 
FURTHER WiTH THE FIRE HOSE, OR TAKE THE 
EXTRA TIME TO PUT YOU IN SEPARATE BAGS? 


THIS ISN'T SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK. THIS 15 
KATHRYN. 


ONCE I'm OUT OF THIS TURD— 
TANK TLL TELL YOU WHERE TO 
FIND HIS PIECES SO YOU CAN 
PUT Hi TOGETHER 


STAY WHERE YOU ARE, AND DO NOT 
COME AFTER ME. I DOUBT ANY OF THE 
REST OF YOU WOULD FARE ESPECIALLY 
WELL IN SIXTY OIFFERENT 

PLASTIC BAGS, 


‘AN I'LL EVEN 
ARRANGE A RIDE 
‘OUT OF HERE FOR YOU. 


1 FOUND 
ScHLOCK's comm 
WHILE 1 WAS BAGGING Him, 


DOC, YOU AREN'T GOING TO DO WHAT SHE IY SENSE OF TASTE IS PRETTY THAT'S A LOT OF AREA TO COVER 
SAYS, ARE YOU? WE CAN'T JUST WAIT AROUND 6009. T BET 1 CAN FIND HIM HOW MUCH OF THIS CITY ARE YOU 
HERE WHILE SCHLOCK IS IN BAGS PREPARED TO LICK? 


‘OUT THERE SOMEWHERE 


LEGS, WE HAVE TO. 
KNOW WHERE TO LOOK. THEY'VE 
BEEN GONE FORTY-FIVE MINUTES NOW, 


‘CALL OFF THE SEARCH! SERGEANT! ARE YOU} Dunno. Came to in a YOU SOUND CONFUSED. HOW MUCH 
LOOK WHO SHOWED UP ‘OKAY? WHERE'S THE || sewer. This is ‘MORE DO YOU REMEMBER? 
‘ON THE STOOP! Rest OF You? || wnat i hack 


HE'S ALMOST CUTE Followed my own You tell me. Who 
WHEN HES NOT THE scent back here are you people, and are 
SIZE OF A REFRIGERATOR looking For more bits, there any more’ cookies? 


SCHLOCK'S MEMORIES ARE DISTRIBUTED || LEGS, WE NEED YOUR SENSE OF TASTE. SCHLOCK, WE NEED YOUR SENSE OF 
THROUGHOUT HIS BODY. HE ONCE TOLD A | AND 'ENNESBY, WE NEED YOUR INTEL. SMELL. WILL YOU COME ALONG? 

MME HE TRIES TO BE REOUNDANT, BUT 

‘OBVIOUSLY HE'S LOST A LOT. 


1 only trust: you 
Ss) YOU NEED Me, 100, 1] | because you smell ke 
TO WAIT FOR KATHRYN'S CALL. | FP ) (KNOW THE NEIGHBORHOOD. |} You hang around me a lob. 


WE HAVE TO FIND THE 
REST OF HIM. TM NOT WILLING 


PARA, YOU AND TAILOR 


WHAT 00 YOU WANT US. 
TO DO HERE, EXACTLY? 


STAY HERE. WE'LL BE 
IN TOUCH. 


IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH OUR 
HOSTESS. HELP WITH THE 
DISHES? MAYBE WATCH SOME 
TV WITH HER ON THE IG 
WALL~SCREEN? 


‘SCREEN'S BROKEN, 
SWEETIE, SORRY. 


IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
‘OUR HOSTESS. HELP WITH THE 
spe DISHES? FIX HER TVE 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE TV, } 1] WELL, THAT BOY JUST WANTED To be Fair, neither 
HONEY. WE HAD A BOY IN TO SELL YOU THE PARTS. 
HERE, SAID IT'S A BAD 


SOUNDS LIKE YOUR ROBOT'S 
DONE WITH HIS CHORES, 
HYPERNODE, 


‘ON TO THE DISHES? 


ca arrone 20 1g So 
REPLACE IT, AND IT'S NOT THE KIT FOR LAYING NEW NANOWIRE 
WORTH THE TIME TO FIX IT. BETWEEN THE NODE AND THE TRICKLER 


Yup. THIS IS WHERE IT WENT DOWN. “SIXTY SEPARATE BAGS," SHE SAID. 


A WET CORNER OF | ( KATHRYN USED THE FIRE SUPPRESSION ||{ Where's the MAYBE THERE WAS'A ROLLING 
THE INCERTEZAS HOSE AND SPLATTERED SCHLOGK ||| rest oF me? OUMPSTER AND SHE MOVED IT 
INHAVEN HIVE. ALL OVER THIS ALLEY. 


‘She gat to the cameras 
already. No video trail 
For us to Follow. 


THERE'S NO CLEAR SCENT TRAIL, EITHER ALL 
THIS WATER IS DILUTING EVERYTHING, 


AT LEAST WE'RE NOT THE ONLY ONES HAVING 
‘A BAD NIGHT. THOSE VOLUNTEER HAZMAT 
‘GUYS LOOK TERRIFIED. 


OH, SO THAT'S 
WHAT ALL THE FUSS 
1§ OUT IN THE. 


£ HAZ-MAT ISN'T HAVING A BAD NIGHT. THEY'RE PART 
(OF OUR BAD NIGHT, AND THEY'RE PROBABLY 


ENNESBY, FLY AHEAD. STOP Yes, YOU CAN USE YOUR 
THAT HAZ-MAT TEAM FROM } || MASER IF YOU NEED TO. 
DOING ANYTHING EVEN 

REMOTELY USEFUL. 


\GUARE SCHROCK, SHER.) | THERES. A MDA PIOA SACK 
'S. HOW MUCH 


NEED YOU 10 ROUND 1] ON BAFFLER'S 
UB SOME OVALKUIK, ‘OVALKWIK SHOULD T GET? 


Cady, | don't remember 
you, but | love you. 


ENNESBY, WE'RE HERE! How many heads would you 
DO YOU HAVE THINGS. expect ta need to set on Fire to 
got everybody's attention? 


MA'AM, YOU'RE INTERFERING |} THIS GUNK IS CAUSTIC AND | _ LET US DO OUR _ | THE "GUNK" IS AN INJURED PERSON. HE IS OUR 
IN A GLASS TWO HAZMAT MOTILE. WE SUSPECT IT  ] JOBS, SO IT DOESN'T | FRIEND, AND HE IS NOT GOING TO EAT 
RESPONSE OPERATION. MIGHT EVEN BE SELF- EAT THE WHOLE — | THE STATION, 


REPLICATING, \O" STATION. 


Don't tell him 
Chat. | fike the 
respect I'm getting. 


HeTEARNG TROUGH THESE od 
IS TEARING THROUGH 
‘oveiee BINS. y 


25 Youee sone 
THING | J 
USEFUL, NOW WOULD Be | pS 
#6000 "ne 10.00 I 


Doctor Bunrigus! 
We need to wrap 
Chis up so you can 
get married again. 


Also, Shep needs to 
‘back. My memories 
alkwik have been 

‘buried in Fish-heads. 


HOW 00 YOU 
FEEL, SERGEANT? 


Whole. Angry. Been a 
while since I lost 
a Fight like that. 


SOMEONE CUT YOU INTO PIECES AND 
DUNPED YOU INTO BINS BECAUSE 


You LOST A FIGHT? 

That's how you 

win a Fight with 
‘an amorph. 


Slow down @ moment... are (OH, THE REPORT, 


you SURE you want fo use SHié 1S GOING TO. 
those words in your report? BE MESSY. 


Only iF you use the wrong 
words. “Attempted” and 
“murder” are on the list 


‘So are “illegal,” “dumping,” “toxic,” 
BY] and the phrase “public manaco.” 


BUT THIS WAS ALL 
OF THOSE THINGS. 


‘Shhh... not so loud. You 
want to File this one as a 
section throo-dat-Fiftoan, 
‘subchapter olaven, “oxalic 
biochemistry sophant 

under duress.” 


WE/Section one-dot- 
Forty-six: you prosaad an 
> an-hand civilian expert 


into service, 


THAT WOULD REQUIRE US} 


A happy side-ofFect 
of ftting ma navigate 
tha starless wastes oF 
your bureaucracy For you. 


We mercenaries hear that a lot at invoice time, 
Tt may Feo! wrong, but it is always easior 


Ti TRANSFERRING 


FUNDS Nou 4 
a oe 2) oe fa just ga ahead and poy us 
if = i) 
Pe 9 Ah 
= LOR A 


T have Filled out all 
of your tedious avant 
documentation ina way that 
should make your lives gay. 


WE'VE GOT SCHLOCK BACK, WE AVOIDED: 
‘A MAJOR OUST-UP' WITH THE 
AUTHORITIES, AND WE 
GOT PAID. 


HOW MUCH DID WE GET, 
ENNESGY? I'VE NEVER 
INVOICED ANYONE FOR 
XENOGOTIATION BEFORE. 


Hmmm. Convincing @ sophont under duress to 
stop secreting caustic chenicals is worth 
exactly one credit more than the replacement 
cost of three hazmat halmats. 


AND ALL THAT DESPITE 
YOU SETTING THE HAZMAT 
TEAM'S HEADS ON FIRE. 


SO... SHOULD 1 OPEN A 
RETIREMENT ACCOUNT, OR 
BUY SOME BOTTLED WATER? 


INTERESTING. WHY DOES IT UPSET YOU 
THAT YOU LOST A FIGHT TO A FEMALE, 


SERGEANT? 


‘A human Female. 
They're the small, 


NICE SAVE, 
SARGE, 


00 YOU SEE ME AS] | Are you trying to look imposing ) | 
SHALL ANO WEAK? || iy being Calls ee 


‘Because | coud eat 
three oF you and 
nobody would notice 
the buge. 


Human Females are small. 
You, Para, and Kathryn 
pur together can't ff 

as much as Shep can. 


OH, I UNDERSTAND NOW... YOU'RE STILL AND YOU FOOLED YOURSELF SO WELL THAT WHEN 
BEING FOOLED BY RAW, PHYSICAL STATURE KATHRYN FORCE-MULTIPLIED WITH A FIRE HOSE SHE 

SPATTERED YOU ACROSS THAT ALLEY BEFORE YOU 
COULD SAY "YOU GO, GIRL" 


BECAUSE YOU SO OFTEN RESORT TO IT. 


4S 


YOU'VE FORGOTTEN THAT 2 


THE FORCE MULTIPLIERS WE ALL CARRY y” 
GENDER OUR INITIAL PHYSICAL ADVANTAGES AND Okay, | really need ae 
DISADVANTAGES ALMOST COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT. AX that” Ovaikwik now. 


OVALKWIK, RIGHT. lida—"Bida is right 

WHAT'S KEEPING as] around the corner, 
fess than a hundred 
moter walk From here. 


NICE PLAN. THIS 
GUY IS HUGE, AND 

You Lert THE HOvER- 
PALLET WHERE, EXACTLY? 


SO VENUS WAS A COMPLETE 
WASH EXCEPT FOR THE 
BENNIES. THEN THEY 
TRANSFERRED ERASHUS 
TO TOKVO?, WHICH 
I Loveo, But 

IT DIDN'T LAST 
LONG ENOUGH, 


WE WERE YOUNG AND FOOLISH, AND WHEN A POSITION 
OPENED UP ON CELESCHUL WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NICE 
TO SEE SOMETHING BESIDES SOL SYSTEM, AS IF WE'D REALLY 
SEEN A GOOD CHUNK OF IT INSTEAD OF A FEW CITIES AND 
THEIR GREY, INDUSTRIAL BELLIES, 


THE SHEPHARD RESIDENCE, BAFFLER'S 
BULKHEAD, HAVEN HIVE 


<i} 


TURNED OUT THE POSITION WASN'T EVEN 
ON CELESCHUL, AND THE HOUSING WAS 
HERE, IN THESE’ GIANT CANS, OH, WHAT 


YOU STAY RIGHT THERE, HONEY. T'LL CHECK THE 
DOOR DON'T LET ME FORGET WHERE WE WERE! 
YOU KNOW HOW OLD AGE CAN BE, OR 

MAYBE YOU DON'T... 


“Saved by the bell” is an 
ancient, storied, and woll- 
worn expression, probably 
because it is so 
dolightful whon 

i occurs. 


SHE'S DELIGHTFUL, AND WE'RE NOT 
GETING MUGGED OR SHOT AT IN, 
HERE, BESIDES, T CAN MULTITASK AND 
PROBLEM-SOLVE IN MY HEAD WHILE 

SHE TALKS, AND TALKS, AND TALKS. 


WITH A COUPLE MORE ‘OH, YOU'VE MET 


ALREADY, THEN? 


WAAAUUGH! 
WEVE GOT 
‘COOKIES, AND 
COMPANY, 50. 


HE'S NOT 
HERE, TINO, BUT COME 
IN. WE CAN WAIT FOR HIM 
TOGETHER, AND SORT THIS OUT. 


YOU KIDS SHOULD SIT DOWN: 
WITH COOKIES AND MILK, 
AND THEN TAKE TURNS 
YELLING. 


HOW DID YOU KNOW I WAS COMING HERES 
HOW DID YOU FIND US HERE?) 


a = as as ‘Ss 
Fi po a oe ida ~ J MS) 
WN = ma Beil 


ro re TOR TEN, 7 Faq] [iF was an invitation For you 
ria HT A) Gaia da ail the talking 


= For tho next caupla 
° af minutes 


OKAY. T HAVE 
YOUR FRIEND'S 

PIECE, AND MY ROBOT 
STILL HAS SCISSORS, 


DESTROYED. I DIDN'T WANT | | FOR STARTERS, YES. 
YOU TRACKING IT. SORRY. 


FOUND HIM. He's i 
Q 


mot Hees yr 
Tires ns > 
Gone 


THERE'S NO 
VIDEO FEED ON Your 
CALLS. YOU DON'T WANT 
PROBABLY. 9] | Ys 10 Have clues 
LOCAL CALL, SHHH. TO YOUR LOCATION, 


TVE HIRED YOU A SHUTTLE. 
THE CONTACT INFORMATION 
IS ATTACHED, 


TT IS THE BEST OF WHAT 
WAS AVAILABLE. 


= KATHRYN, THIS 1S HAVEN 
[AFTER WHAT WE PAID YOU FOR] Hive. “BEST” COULO MEAN 
‘TRANSPORTATION THIS HAD EVEN O00S OF A HuLL- 
BETTER BE A FIRST-CLASS RIDE. || BREACH HALFWAY HOME. 


YOU KNOW I WASN'T GOING TO: 
LET SCHLOCK EAT YOU, RIGHT? 


IVs 
TLKE 
YOu, BUT IF YOU'RE 
REALLY THIS MIXED UP 
WITH UNS. DEEP-DARKS, 
THEVILL FIND A WAY TO 
USE ME AGAINST YOU. 


TM NOT CONVINCED You HAVE 
THAT TIGHT A GRIP ON HIS LEASH. 


It tastes like they YOU CAN TELL ALL THAT JI} I have a three-meter contact 
shot him Full oF WITH SMELL? go patch with the polypavers here. 

Neur-A-tysis. : IF you licked the around 

fong enough you'd! be 

able to do the 


a same thing. 


ZF 
\ Ae 
eel 3 
idlers, maybe? They 
Shep bitched down ve caer’: get their shoes From ‘OH? TLL HAVE TO NEVER 
and got dragged this way, Che oume place. TRY THAT SOMETIME. 


ENNESBY, GO WITH SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK. HE'S GOT NO COMM, 
‘AND NO WEAPON. YOU'VE 

Gor Bom, 


T also have a measure 
oF discration he 
may lack. 


‘CAN YOU FOLLOW 
THAT SCENT, 
SERGEANT? 


BEHIND THE MMIDA-PIDA, EASTERN 
INGERTEZAS, HAVEN HIVE. 


DON'T PLAY 
THAT CARD. YOU 
SET THREE PEOPLE'S 
HEADS ON FIRE NOT 
FIFTEEN MINUTES AGO, 


find I stopped shooting the 
moment T had their undivided 
attention, 


STAY SAFE, AND STAY 


IN TOUCH! 60. ) 
ge 


But lol's not argue 
the Finer points. You nead 
Sergeant Schlock and mo to track 
and locate Shop and his abductors 
without unnecessarily endangoring 
‘qursalves ar disaboying our directive 
From Captain Tagan ta “not make the news.” 


CORPORAL, DO YOU THINK 
THE TWO OF THEM ARE 
‘GOING TO BE OKAY? 


YOU ORDERED THEM TO || THE NEXT CALL THEY MAKE WILL PROBABLY 
STAY SAFE AND STAY COME FROM ATOP A STEAMING PILE 
IN TOUCH, (OF CORPSES, 


IF YOU HAVE TO DISPOSE 
OF A FEW BODIES, BETTER THAT 
NY P| THEY BELONG TO THE ENEMY, RIGHT? 


WHAT A MESS... I’M NOT VERY 
GOOD AT Tris *COMMAND™ 


PERMISSION TO SPEAK 
FREELY, LIEUTENANT? 


T DIDN'T REALIZE “SPEAK FREELY” INCLUDED 
LECTURES EMBEDDED IN RHETORICAL 
QUESTIONS, CORPORAL. 


‘AS A DOCTOR, WOULD YOU ) 
EVER TELL A NURSE OR A NOPE, You'Re NOT 
PATIENT THAT YOU'RE NOT VERY GOOD AT THIS 

VERY GOOD AT YOUR JOR? COMMAND THING. 


TE IT MAKES YOu FEEL BETTER, 
LOTS OF OFFICERS AREN'T 
VERY GOOD AT COMMAND. 


eS 


‘AND EVEN EXCELLENT COMMANDERS HAVE 
USUALLY CHEATED BY SURROUNDING THEMSELVES 
WITH GRUNTS ANO NON-COMS WHO GIVE GOOD ADVICE 


WHAT WAS THAT 
FACE FOR? 


I JUST REALIZED I TOLD 
AN OFFICER THAT GRUNTS 
ARE SMARTER THAN OFFICERS. 


DON'T FEEL BAD, DOC. THIS 
WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A FIELO 
‘TRIP, NOT A FOXTROT BEHIND 
ENEMY LINES. 


WE'VE BEEN ASSAULTED AND 
PURSUED, OUR RIDE BUGGED OUT IN A PANIC, 
AND THE FRIEND WE CAME TO SEE HAS BEEN 
ABDUCTED, BUT ALL THAT PROBABLY WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED NO MATTER WHO WAS IN COMMAND. 


LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE. 
NONE OF US ARE DEAD, AND 


MMA SHEPHARD MAKES REALLY 


‘GOO COOKIES. 


WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU LEMONS, 
(MAKE PUCKERDOODLES? 


IF THE FOOD IS 
6000 ENOUGH THE 

GRUNTS WILL STOP CORPLAINING 
‘ABOUT THE INCOMING FIRE. 


Four viruses, hwo 
Ooh, a camera! You have been hack-fracers, and a 
T want to try fo hack it For NAUGHTY, genuine monkoy-trojan. Our 
a picture of our quarry. litte camera is ofF the rails, 


Did that camera Thare isn’t any data For that window. IF That's brilliant, Are you making Fun of me? 
see Shep go by? they brought Shep past here, the Lot's go! Because I'm two Family-size 
camera can't fell us. tubs oF ovaikwik short of a 

\good mood right now. 


Maybe. Somebody 
was awfully rough Great. I'l be sure to 
with its tiny litle brain tell you if | smell any camera— 
about eight minules ago. lua ' abuse Further down the street. 


Whoever abducted Shop T can Follow the trail of 
doosn't want ta be caught ) |] hacks, and you can confirm 
‘on camera, sa they're ‘our direction with scent! 
hacking the devices 

to slagp as thoy 

pass by. 


Try to keop up. 


I | had 
plasgun with 
me right now. 


You'd be under orders: 
Vio nat ride it around 
indoors. 


CORPORAL, LET 
Him up. 1's 


IF TINO POSED A 
THREAT TAILOR WOULD 
HAVE PERFORMED 
‘A COUPLE OF 
*ECTOMIES" ON HIM. 


Actually, I 
already did. 


YOU'VE BEEN PERFORMING 
SURGERY WHILE WE 
WERE OUT? 


Chach him. His 
Fight is gone, and he has 
absolutely no backbone now. 


"Y) 1 SHOULO HAVE CALLED. TINO GAVE ME A REAL SCARE 
Wien He SHOWED UP HeRe LOOKING FOR SHEP, BUT 
(+ HE WASN'T FOLLOWING US, 


J) Z 
Sy wea 
He WAS PART OF SHEDS LITRE Ae, 


BUT WHEN SHEP GOT SICK TINO STARTED 
A _RUNNING WITH A DIFFERENT GANG, 


THAT'S HOW HE 
ENDED UP WITH 
THE JOB TO 
ASSAULT US. 


NOT MUCH OF Y 
DIDN'T PAY US. 


YOU DID SLOPPY 


HAVE PAID YOU 
EITHER 


TINO CAME TO SHEP FOR 
HELP. HIS COUSIN’ RAFE 
DISAPPEARED FROM THE 
PARK TONIGHT. 


SOMETIMES BIG GUYS, USUALLY 
HOMELESS, VANISH FROM 

PUBLIC PARTS OF THE Hive AT 
NIGHT, NOBODY KNOWS WHERE 
THEY GO. THE RUMORS ARE 4 
ENTERTAINING. 


SOME SAY THE MISSING ARE SERVED 
UP AS MEAT. OTHERS CLAIM THEY'RE 
PUREED AND PUT INTO PROFESSOR 
PAU'S MEDS. STILL OTHERS SAY THAT 

THE HIVE PREFEITO IS BUILDING, 
A ZOMBIE ARHY. a 


SHEP WENT MISSING ABOUT 
THIRTY MINUTES AGO, 


THIS WAS NOT SUPPOSED 


‘OH! LISTEN TO ME RAMBLING AGAIN... WHO 


DID YOU SAY MY JEREMIAH 


WE SENT HIM TO THE 'MIDA- 
'PIDA FOR SUPPLIES. HE 
NEVER CAME BACK. THERE 
WERE... INDICATIONS THAT 
HE WAS DRAGGED AWAY, 


TO HAPPEN. NOT EVER. 


1 01D EXACTLY 

WHAT HE ASKEO. 

HE PROMISED ME 
JEREMIAH AND T 
WOULD BE LEFT ALONE, 


No cookies. 
MORE RAMBLING 


Wait @ moment...) Yes. But the First hack is | Ooh, I probably shouldn't have said 
This camera has | exactly tha ‘same as what | anything. Mow you have to choose 
EAN es boon hacked) Hathryn used ta sneak us ta | balan taking ravange and 


twice Foday. Shop's plac rescuing a Frignd. 


She came through 


P 
But we're still on here just Forty minutes breathing, and ali that 
the right track? ‘ahead of our quarry. other, messy organ-stuFe. 


is is the decision I hoped) Your camera trail For ‘So we're going after Shep because 1 | 


you'd mako, but you're being) Kathryn was kind oF au can't go after Kathryn. 
more sensible than T cold, and I couldn 
‘expactad FOV) smell her at 


va, 


"IN THE SHEPHARD RESTOENCE MA || "Lane HOME 
“SHEPHARD RAMBLES UNDER DURESS ‘ABOUT THO 
MONTHS 


HE'O BEEN WELL PAID 
FOR THAT HORI MERCENARY 
WORK YOU PEOPLE 00, @UT I WON'T 
COMPLAIN BECAUSE HE SETTLED ALL 
WY DEBTS, INCLUDING THIS PLACE. 


THERE WAS BLOOD ON HIS 
HANDS AND FIRE IN HIS 
EYES. T KNEW HE HAD 
SEEN LOOKING 

FOR TROUBLE. 


HE HAD ONLY BEEN HOME FOR THO 
DAYS WHEN HE GOT IN SOME FIGHT 
LOR ANOTHER "CRIMINALS" HE SAID. 


BLESS THEIR HEARTS, THEY DID 
CLEAN THINGS UP. THEY STARTED 
WITH BAFFLER'S BULKHEAD, AND 
WERE MAKING HEADWAY’ IN 
THE INCERTEZAS, 


UT THEN HE 


Seton 


iS eagn Wrle 
AH WAS GONE. 


YOUR SON HAS TWO THE OTHER FUTURE |S 
FUTURES. IN ONE, SHORTER HE DOES NOT DRINK 
YOU HAVE HIM THIS. HE CONTINUES HIS FIGHT. 
DRINK THIS. HE AND HIS FRIENDS DIE. YOU 
ATTEND SEVERAL FUNERALS. 


bulceo UP Hs 
(BRN LOVELY FLOWERS. OILOe A LITT Bit 


YOU'VE SCOLDED ME AND BOTH TIMES YOU SCOLDED ME YOU SPOKE | DON'T TALK TO ME ABOUT MOUTHS. 

TWICE NOW, MRS, (OUT OF THAT SAME MOUTH YOU JUST USED TO | T WILL NOT BE JUDGED BY SOME 

SHEPARD. TELL US YOU POISONED YOUR OWN SON | VILE, ALIEN MURDERESS WITH A TOO- 
TO MAKE Him STOP PROTECTING HIS FRIENDS, | LONG TONGUE. 


A\ 


BOTH TIMES 1 
WAS PROTECTING 
MY FRIENDS. 


THOSE COOKIES MUST TASTE 
PRETTY BITTER WHEN YOU EAT 
THEM THROUGH THAT HOLE. 


GET OUT OF MY HOUSE! 


YOUR SON, OUR FRIEND SHEP, IS 
IN DANGER. SO 15 TINO’S COUSIN, 
AND FRANKLY, SO ARE YOU. 


WE NEED A BASE 
‘OF OPERATIONS AND WE 

NEED MORE INFORMATION. 
YOU CAN OFFER US BOTH, 


MY HOSPITALITY HAS BEEN 
SQUANDERED ON YOU, 
LITLE IR, 


WE'RE NOT 
ASKING FOR MORE 
COOKIES, OLD WOMAN. 


WHY... T HAVE NEVER EEN 
INSULTS 


(OH, STOP with 
THE MELODRAMA 


YOU WERE INSULTED | HE INSULTED YOU WHEN HE TOLD YOU 
FAR WORSE BY THE | SHEP COULDN'T PROTECT HIMSELF 
MAN WHO HAD YOu 

POISON YOUR SON, 


HE INSULTED YOU WHEN 
HE SUGGESTED THAT YOU 

MIGHT BE WILLING TO POISON YOUR 
JEREMIAH, OUR FRIEND SHEP, INSTEAD 
OF FACING THE OANGERS WITH HiAt 


AND HE INSULTS YOU NOW, BY 
TAKING YOUR SON, AS IFA PROMISE 
TO A MOTHER IS A THING TO BE 
TRIFLED WITH 


Okay, THAT is how 
you use malodrama, 


MRS. SHEPHARD, MY TEAM 
‘AND T WILL GET YOUR 
SON BACK. AND YOU 


WE TWO, YOU AND I | BUT CULPABILITY? THE | SHE'S LIKE PATTON SHE HEARD 
SHARE RESPONSIBILITY | BLAME? THAT BELONGS | WITH BOOK®. HE HEARS 
FOR HIS PREDICAMENT. | TO SOMEONE ELSE. AND THAT. 


WILL HELP US. MAY GOD HAVE MERCY ON 
HIS SOUL, BECAUSE 
1 wil, NOT. 
S = 
1 ee | ) 


WILL YOU COOPERATE 
WITH US, mS, 
SHEPHARD? 


‘OUR MANNERS ARE 
POOR, BUT IF WE'RE ROUGH 
AROUND THE EDGES IT'S BECAUSE 
THESE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE CUTTING 
EDGES, AND THEY SEE A LOT OF USE. 


CALL ME “JOANNA,” 
DEARIE. 


CALL ME *DEARIE* IN FRONT 
OF Mt TROOPS AND WE'RE 
GOING TO HAVE A PROBLEM 


WHEN WE MET YOU PULLED 
‘A KNIFE ANO WAVED IT 
‘AROUND IN MY FACE, 


YOU SHOULD BE. YOU MADE 
WO MISTAKES. YOU BROUGHT 
A KNIFE TO A GUNFIGHT, AND 
YOU FOUGHT OPPOSITE 
TAGON'S TOUGHS, 


DON'T MAKE EITHER 
MISTAKE AGAIN. 


By [Gur quarry fa on this path because i], Dumb question Can they Aly 


they are leaving this canister, Thou that cereal beggar ship away? 


We need to hurry. 


P Our quarry has hacked three % 
cameras along Beggar's Boardwalk, 
T know whore they ara headed. 


Interesting. Beggar can't 

detach, sa she won't be 

You don't have Flying anywhare, but hor 
to act all suprised. longboat bays 
ara in use. 


Thal’s... actually a 
really good question, 


T'm not surpris 
researching an answor. 


Haven Hive is built of Froight 
canisters and scuttled ships. 
One of those ships is a luxury 
liner called The Serial Boggar. 


IF you pay the right person, Kathryn's 
you can dock there Bus just docked 
fo circumvent customs. 


‘So there's smugalin im not surprised. I'm 
There's always smugglt i D( creaming of tying tris mess 
PA How is that interesting® jn @ bow and eating it. 


‘The scent trail 
stops right here. 


We're 
catching 
them 


That camera hack 
is only thre 
minutes old. 


But i's only a 
‘one-minute walk 
From hore to 

the First of the 
Geggar hatches. 


They might not 
take the First 
hatch. They 

‘might not lock 
it bohind them, 


Wow, This First hatch 
is really, really lockod. 


With what? The 
Tin not ging to Dern a, 
you had boon deprived | [Piece pute 
pelt 9 hole th the hull oF your plasgun and that | off’ sounds 
of the station, Sergeant. picee you pullad off of | about right. chrome. Stop that. 


How do you make You don’t want 

this thing shoot? to know how I 
do if, You want 
to know how 
YOU can do it. 4 


Mluch-battor. 
Tm glad- we 
cioared this’ up. 


Lot go, There's mare than We need a path that 
‘one way onto the parallels our 
Serial Boggar. quarry’s onto 


the correct 
5 deck. 


There! Down 
through that 
ane, 


We can't take 
just any oF 
these hatches. 


‘That's waste 
processing, Can't 

you smell Chat? Nat since I 

turned off that 

particular sensor 

suite, na. 


Ennesby, it smells ee) Votre just saying | Maybo, but this isn’t a sowage 
Tike lots and lots that because you | path. There's no reason For it to 
OF death down can turn your , | small like... umm. 

Chere. Aes rose off. 


TE we wank to 

catch up with the guys who 
took Shep, this is the Fastest 
way araund that lackad hatch. 


©) 


WELL, THAT'S A START, 
ANYWAY. COME ON, 

BACK SO WE CAN, 

WAIT, WHAT? 


T DON'T BELIEVE IT. THEY CALLE 
STEAMING CORPSES. 


BUNNIGUS HERE, 


THATILL BE 
ENNESGY. He's 
PROBABLY ALREADY 
FOUND SHEP. 


00 YOu KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE? 


OFFICER TRAINING 101, 
DON'T TAUNT MURPHY, 


DOCTOR, HOW ARE YOU? NOT REALLY, NO. SHEP HAS BEEN 
HAVE YOU GOTTEN THINGS || POISONED AND ABDUCTED, KATHRYN ISN'T 
ALL STRAIGHTENED OuT Yet? || COMING BACK, AND SCHLOCK AND 
ENNESBY JUST FOUND A BIG 
PILE OF CORPSES. 


“FOUND? IS] [11'S NOT SCHLOCK'S WORK, ] LISTEN, WE'RE STILL TRYING NO, SIR. NOT OKAY. IF I'M 
SIR ENNESBY SENT PICTURES] TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO RIGHT ABOUT THINGS SHEP 

COME AND COLLECT YOU. DOESN'T HAVE MUCH TIME LEFT. 

JUST STAY PUT, OKAY? | WE'RE GOING TO GET Him NOW. 


i 


WHAT'S THE 
PLAN, SIR 


WE HEAD OUT WHILE 
ENNESBY AND 
SCHLOCK FINISH 
SCOUTING 


ONCE THEY FEED US A 
TARGET WE ALL GO IN 
HELMETS UP, WEAPONS 
HOT, AND COLLECT 
‘OUR FRIENDS. 


YOU GAVE TINO A GUN, ARE 
WE BRINGING HIM ALONG? 
HIS COUSIN WAS 
‘ABDUCTED. HE'S GOT 
SKIN IN THE GAME. 


UM... I DON'T HAVE A HELMET. 


MA SHEPHARD’S 
PLATES SAY 
“GUARANTEED. 
UNBREAKABLE” ON 


THE BOTTOM. 


TAILOR, CAN YOU FASHION 
SOME PROTECTION 
FOR TINO? 


IF I had something 
fo start with, a nice 
Th a day or two, || Fullarong-woave, or 
sure. But I think |] perhaps some piezo 


Oh, ues. OF course, Thasa 
you want him armored |] plates... but Fram will be perfect For serving up 
sooner than that. |] Scratch? Not today. great big chunks of DERD MEAT. 


SHEP STOPPED WEARING THIS 
UNIFORM AFTER THE BATTERY 
DIED. CAN YOU USE IT? 


“Battery?” Ma'am, you malign | Calling them a “battery” | COMPUTER PLEASE RECHARGE THIS 
this poor pioce of powered | is like calling maa | BATTERY SO WE CAN ARMOR 
Fullerene protection! p———| “computer,” or Tina 


| "here a “moat-sack.” 
4 


THAT MEAT-SACK, 


The “battery” oF which 

you spook is a malrix E night mood 
af high-yiald micra-anni a in tha 
in tha cuffs, collar, and bolt waist, too, 


Tt looks like the bodies: 
‘were hauled down here 
From the Beggar. We can 
‘got aboard through ane 
of these hatches. 


‘Hang on, We both have 
too much death smell on 
us to be sneaky. 


Hmmm. From here that 
looks like some kind of 
solF-cleaning cycle with 
‘2 built-in acid bath. 


How does that 
holp me, though? 


Oh, wait. Never mind, 
Tim sorry I asked! 


Right. Thanks. 
Lol’s never speak 
‘of this again, 


You ought to get detailed more 
often. There was lots of so 
grunge around youy 


“Naver again” doos 
NOT mean “in about 
Fifteen seconds.” 


“SHEPHARD REST 
BULKHEAD, HAVE! 


Tig Falloring Te 


‘YOU LOOK LIKE EVERY OTHER SLAB— 
‘CHESTED, OVER-SHOULDERED, 
TESTOSTERONE-POISONED 

GRUNT TVE 


YOU'RE HARD 1O SEE AROUND, 
AND YOU LOOK OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 

YOUR CHANCES TO BECOME SOMETHING 
MORE THAN JUST MEAT FOR THE GRINDER, 


YOU LOOK LIKE A FRESH COG IN 
THE BATTERED, WEATHERED, AND 
NOT-UNCOMMONLY BROKEN WAR 
MACHINE WHOSE SQUISHIER BITS 
SCREAM FOR MY HELP WHEN 

THEY GO SQUISH. 


YOU LOOK LIKE A SOLDIER. } | 


‘OF! THANK 
You, ma'am 


EXCEPT FOR THAT 
RIDICULOUS HAIRCUT. 
SCISSORS! 


WHAT'S WRONG: 


ly 


WITH mY HAIR? 


Hf tose age 
REINFORCED 
RASTACOILS. 


KATHRYN GRABBED YOUR COUSIN J THEY MIGHT MAKE A NICE 
RAFE BY HIS RASTACOILS AND 
THREW HIM INTO A WALL. 


‘GANG UNITY SYMBOL, BUT A 
SMART SOLDIER BOESN'T 
‘AFFIX HANDLES TO 

HIS HEAD. 


Find @ smart soldier holds 
very, very still around 
these scissors. 


| COC, WHAT WAS THAT 
| ABOUT? HIS HELMET 
WILL COVER THAT HAIR 


BESIDES, YOU'VE GOT A HANDLE 
RIGHT HERE ON THE BACK OF 
YOUR HEAD. 


YOU CAN'T COMPRESS 
BOOT CAMP DOWN 
INTO A HalRcuT AND 


YOU'RE RIGHT. WE STILL NEED 
TO TEACH TINO HOW TO FLY 
THAT UNIFORIH 


JUST FINE ‘A PEP-TALK, OC, — ep. 
on YOUR TURN. \ 
5 6 
v! y lm ~ \ 
= Py | 
| TINO'S RASTACONS ARE A SYMBOL af 
OF AFFILIATION. HES WEARING OuR 


UNIFORM NOW, T WANT THOSE OLD 
AFFILIATIONS CUT. LITERALLY, 


BUNNI, IS 


BIT OF A Mess OuT HERE, 
AND I NEED TO CLEAN IT UP. 


TT 1S. THEO, LOVE, T’M SORRY. | MESS? WHAT HAPP. rt.) | 
I'VE GOTTEN INTO A LITTLE AAUBH! LOOK We HONEY, ARE yas alltel 
BEHIND YOU! M 
i 


LEGS, MAYBE YOU SHOULD 
MOVE FLIGHT SCHOOL A LITLE 


(FURTHER CONN THE BOAROWALK. 


MESS HAS ME QUESTIONING WITH You, AND T WANT TO J1( GOING TO DO THaT. 
ALL MY CHOICES. T STARTED |} GET MARRIED. 

TO DOUBT MY VERY ABILITY TO 

CHOOSE ANYTHING. 


THEO, THIS MEMORY-EDITING iE LOVE YOU, I WANT TO BE BUT YOU'RE NOT 


Mf 


SURE, WE'RE INA BIND 
HERE, BUT 1 KNOW T COULD) 
CUT AND QUN, JUST GRAB 
THE NEXT SHIP HOME. 


WILL YOU AT LEAST PROMISE 


TO BE CAREFUL? 


HOW ABOUT T 
PROMISE TO BE 
DANGEROUS INSTEAD? 


YOU'VE GOT THE BASICS. HEAD 
BACK TO THE GROUND. 
WE'RE WALKING, 


Bur... I CAN 
Fly) 


WE ALL CAN. 
THESE ARE VERY 
EXPENSIVE 
UNIFORMS, 


BUT... YOU CAN FLY! WHY 
WOULD YOU WALK ANYWHERE? 
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
WE CALL FLYING SOLDIERS 
‘ON THE BATTLEFIELD? 


‘ABOARD THE SCUTTLED LUKURY LINER 
‘SERIAL BEGGAR, HOME TO SOME OF 
HAVEN HIVES WEALTHIEST PEOPLE. 175 a nice) __& 
a oN  — 
Your aus 1s 
HAS WAY, 1. 
LINDERS. 


soi 
freceL mt He FET mat nave, 
aR Be 


° TO LEAVE QUIETLY, 


YEAH, CALL IT 
‘AN INSURANCE 
SETTLEMENT. 


THIS ALSO HONE TO SOME YOURE SuRE YOu 
WEREN'T PLANNING TO UNLOAD 
SEER ACST DANSE. SOME CONTRABAND FIRST? 


T SHOULONT HAVE PHRASED: 
THAT AS A QUESTION. 
UNLOAD THE BUS. 


THE ONLY THING I'M SMUGGLING IS ME, 
AND T'M SMUGGLING ME OUT, NOT IN, 


BESIDES, I WAS TOLD THAT FOR 
In MONEY, T COULD DOCK AND 
DEPART "NO QUESTIONS ASKED." 


100 HAVE ONE QUESTION. 
IS THIS OFFICIAL BUSINESS, 
(OR AM T SIMPLY BEING 
ROBBED? 


ARE YOU GETTING 
SMART WITH US, 
LITTLE LaDy? 


NOT AT ALL. I JUST WANT 
TO. KNOW HOW T SHOULD 
FILL OUT MY INSURANCE 
Lali 


HEY! YOU DON'T NEED TO 

TBOR TL TNLOAO, NO 

PRoaLem 4 
(2 9) 


Wy | 
i 


THOSE BUFFOONS s 15 THE GUNSHIP REALLY [7 
SHOULD NOT Have LET NECESSARY, BOYS? 


= Me 


MME BOARD ALONE, 


IF YOU NOTICED I, 
THEN YES, IT'S NECESSARY, 


I NEED THE LARGEST WHICH 15 LESS LIKELY TO GET ME 
CONTAINER OF GENUINE EATEN BY THE SERGEANT? GIMNG 
IMITATION. OVALKWIK HIM NOTHING, OR GIVING HIM 
THE WRONG STUFFE 


BI aren coz cr 


HOW ABOUT THE OVALKWIK 
REFRESHING ENERGY PASTE? 


WHO BOUGHT ALL 
YOUR IMITATION 
OVALKWIK? 


BIG GUY. DARK | | OKAY, THAT HAD TO BE SHEP, BUT WE DIDN'T FIND | | REALLY? I KNOW THIS EUROPAN 
SKIN, cueLY| THE OVALHIK WHERE HE WAS GRABEED. 00 YOu | BARBECUE JONT WHERE 1 SWEAR 
BAPE LORS WT Mit? | Kee The NICE restaurant 
business. My bad. 


Tt doosn't mattor. Fis they say in 
the restaurant business, “you 
can't serve what you don't have.” 


and I'are pratty 
‘sure we are on 


Doctor, the Sergeant J 
the right dock. 


oll... one oF 
tho right dock: 
snyway. Gegue 
is a big place. 


You should have 

access via Gate five at 
the top of the boardwalk, 

but do not board yot. U're 
‘stil looking For the target. 


ARE YOU SURE YOU DON'T: 
NEED HELP, ENNESBY?, 
The Sergeant has this 


Ta nae 
control, aven iF he is 
spreading himself a 


I don't need 
to see you to 
you. 


Tough-guy bossy T DON'T PAY YOU TO THINK. 
or monuy-bossy? PAY MAX TO THINK. NOW 
DON'T TOUCH ANYTHING 
4 WHILE T TALK TO MAK 


YOU'VE HEARD, NO DOUBT, ABOUT THE 
BOTCHED ASSAULT SAMPAIO HIRED? 


THE CONVEYANCE SAMYS TEAM 
FAILED TO CAPTURE ARRIVED 
IN BEGGAR BAY, PRACTICALLY 
(ON OUR STOOP! 


‘PROFESSOR PAU'S OFFICES, WHERE A TENDRIL 
(OF SCHLOCK OBSERVES FROM THE DUCT-WORK 


MAXIMILIAN, T HAVE A PROBLEM 
THAT NEEDS YOUR ATTENTION, 


1 HAVE, 10 my 
Proper 
TARGETS AE STL AT 

Rea: meme we |] 


YOU SUSPECT AN 
INVESTIGATION INTO. 
YOUR BUSINESS INTERESTS? 


1 AM AT YOUR. 
SERVICE, PROFESSOR 


THE TIMING COULD NOT BE WORSE, 
AFTER MONTHS OF NORMAL 
‘OPERATIONS, WE GUST LOST AN 
ENTIRE BRANCH OF MULTIPLIERS 


THE ARRIMING DOCTOR AND HER 
FRIENDS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
INVOLVED IN THAT. 


NO, BUT AS YOU SAID YOURSELF, 
THEY ARE STILL AT LARGE IN THE Hive, 
AND MY ACQUISITION CREWS WERE BUSY 
‘ALL NIGHT REPLENISHING LOST STOCK. THERE MAY 
BE WARM TRAILS LEADING RIGHT BACK HERE TO US. 


I SEE. I ASSUME YOU WANT ME TO. 


INVESTIGATE THIS CONVEYANCE IN 
BEGGAR BAY? ra 


1 WANT YOU TO QUESTION THE 
PILOT, HER NAME IS KATHRYN FLINDERS, 
AND SHE IS EX-UNS, INTELLIGENCE. 


T'm told @ ganuing smile 
will roach all the way 
to your eyes. 
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: 


Kathryn's 
in Grout 


‘Schlock has located this 
“Professor Pau" person 
and it sounds liso ho is 
behind the abductions. 


Doc, I wish to propose 
an immediate change 
oF plans, 


Pau's people have also 
captured Kathryn's bus. 


Not exactly. Choke the head until tho 
shake gives you everything you want. 


l 


Yj 
d Gi OFF THE HEAD, 
4, ) RL She sake? |. 


FF 
BEGGAR'S BOARDWALK. 


WHERE DO YOU WANT TO MEET US, 


ENNESBY? ; 
Tm sonding you a 
map. Take the public 
entrance, and 
‘we'll maak in 


Boggar Bay. 


Schlock neads a 
couple mare minutos to 
shift himself info Bau's 
office ta make the grab. 


There's alreacty 
‘enough of me above his 
office to make the arab, 


Yes, but I want to be able 
to see the look on his Face, 


LT scecan aay, OUTSIDE THE SMALL 


How come you 
BOYS AREN'T IN HERE 
LOOTING My SHIP? 


11'S A TEST. YOU UNLOAD, 
THEN WE SEARCH YOUR 
LITLE Bus TO FlouRE 
OUT WHAT IT IS YOu 
DON'T WANT TO 

UNLOAD. 


(OH, OKAY. NOW THAT YOU'VE 
EXPLAINED WHAT'S GOING ON. 


THIS STUFF IS PRETTY HEAW, 
ANO 1 CON'T WANT TO UNLOAD 
HEAW THINGS, YOUR TURN. 


EVERYONE OUT INDEED. YOU, HOWEVER, MUST | AT LEAST TLL 
‘OF THE BUS, GET BACK IN TO THE BUS SO | IN FAMILIAR 
THAT I MIGHT QUESTION YOU 
WITHOUT THESE MORONS 
INTERRUPTING US. 


KEEP TELLING 
YOURSELF THAT, 


QUESTIONING ME ON MY OWN $0... IE I DON'T PLAY BY YOUR RULES, 
SHIP SEEMS A LITTLE O00, ‘ARE YOU GONNA TAKE YOUR 

DON'T YOU WANT SOMETHING TOYS AND GO HOME? 

MORE SECURE? 


Piers ‘START 
OVER, SHALL 
we? 


SECURE OUR CONVERSATION. SOUNDS LIKE A GREAT Game, | 


‘MS. FLINDERS, I KNOW 
‘ALL ABOUT YOU, 


Ir cover 1 co 
AHEAD AND MaKe 
Sour Pom. 


YOU'RE THIRTY-ONE YEARS 
OLD, MARRIED AND DIVORCED 
‘AT AGE 18, EDUCATED AT 
MOC, AND’ THEN RECRUITED 
INTO LINS. INTELLIGENCE AT 
AGE 22. DISCHARGED 
HONORABLY A YEAR AGO, 


IF YOURE GOING TO IMPRESS A 
FORMER INTELLIGENCE ANALYST 
YOU NEED TO DO MORE THAN 
JUST READ THE BIO SHE 

POSTED TO HER BLOG, 


1 DID cRoss- 
CHECK ALL YOUR 
REFERENCES, 


= I THINK YOU 
‘ABOARD THE BUSSED EM U.V. SHOULD ASK ME AN 
ACTUAL QUESTION. 

TM BORED, AND 

YOU'RE NOT VERY 

THREATENING, EVEN 


FINE. YOU WERE HIRED BY MERCENARIES TO WORK AS 
A PILOT, 1 WANT TO KNOW THE FULL EXTENT OF 1 


YOUR RELATION TO THEM, NOT JUST WHAT'S 


APPARENT. GIVE ME ALL OF IT, A TO Z. 


OH, YOU POOR 
THING. 


NO, WAIT... DON'T ANSWER, I 


“RELATION.” “A PARENT." “A TO Z.*| I WAS NEVER CLEARED FOR FIELD WORK. I KNOW 
DON'T WANT TO KNOW. 


YOURE TRYING TO USE THE AUNT | ABOUT THOSE CODES, BUT T DON'T KNOW 
‘AMY UNCLE BOR" CODE.| HOW TO USE THEM. 


0] op 
NO MATTER WHO YOU'RE 


THAT BLUSTERY BIT ABOUT TOYS AND SECURITY, WORKI at 
AND THEN WHEN YOU REAO AY BO TO we, were | Cover IS ALREADY CONGROMISED 
THOSE PART OF THE CHALLENGE/PASSNORD SET? | ENOUGH. MASK OR NO MASK 


TLL MAKE THIS EASY FOR YOU. I ACCEPT | 
GRIGES. AND SINCE WHAT I WANT MOST 


RIGHT NOW IS TO LEAVE HAVEN Hive, YOU 
CAN GET A HUGE DISCOUNT BY’ JUST 


LETTING ME GO. 


VARANTEE THAT 
TWON'T TALK, 


1 WONOER IF 
IP'S COMING look on his Face was 


awesome, 


HMMM. THAT'S 
AN OOD SMELL 


Hella, Professor. We ara 
hore 'to collect Joramiah 


Shophard, 


“JEREMIAH... SHEPHARO? HE 
‘SHOULD 'NOT HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN. WE HAD AN 
“ARRANGEMENT. 


Doesn't matter. 
He_got taken here, 
Give him to us. 


‘TT MATTERS. 1 AI A MAN OF 


HONOR, AND OWW! 


Sorgeant, 
na eating. 


| was just 
pinching hini to make 
the noise stop. 


Oo you 


rust hin? eyiae eet nts 


bries anything? 
io. 


Ie, JUST NEEO 
TO maKE A 
@uick call? 


Yes | 


MISTER SHEPHARD MUST HAVE BEEN Fl 
PICKED UP ACCIDENTALLY. T SHALL 
RELEASE HIM FORTHANTH 


Ue COUN ON THE | TLL STAND, THANK MY ARE YOU GOING TO 
FLOOR I DON'T eh TOMNOM ANSWER THAT? IT 


ANSWER THIS, 


i 


~) 


MAXIMILIAN HERE, SIR, SORRY] HOSTAGE EXCHANGE? 
FOR THE DELAY. T'VE BEEN WHAT ARE YOU 


QUESTIONING MISS| TALKING ABOUT? 
LINDERS. 


it 


what are you 
about? 


MY MAN MAXIMILLIAN, HAS 2 (_Shub up. You were supposed to be \ No. Grouchy And 
CAPTURED YOUR ORWER WANT. WHAT jetting ‘Shep go, not analin this plan can tum 
— ban eral For-a better deal. day right arou 
S 


Here's the new deal: | eat you, Max 
Kills Kathryn, and then we kil Max, grab 
‘Shep, andl get to keep Kathryn's bus. 


g eah, we know. 
We don't care. She 


PY ee 


Y exre ve ov accents SOMROWALK IS THE PUBLIC : VENTURA, WHAT TOOK 
y >) | Cee 
l Vv] ES & lim 


(OF IMITATION 
‘OVALKMIK. 


“MOA='PIDA WAS OUT 


Shop cleaned them out. His 
abductors must have abscondad with 
his purchases a3 well as his person. 


FORGET IT, HELMETS 
UP, WE'RE GOING IN. 


I PICKED UP A TUBE OF 
THE OVALKWIK 
REFRESHING ENERGY 
PASTE. YOU KNOW, 


UST IN CASE. 


OH? DO YOU THINK WE 
MIGHT NEED TO MAKE 
THE SERGEANT 
ANGRIER? 


YOU KNOW, KEEP i. 


THAT HANDY. 


THES PARTICULAR BATCH OF RANK, 
RABBLEY RIFF-RAFF IS NOT GOING 
TO BE LONG DETERRED BY LOCK 


SOMETHING OUT. 


f) AxcMTLLTAN HALUSKA TS KATHRYN FLINDERS IS THE FOUR-MILLIMETER 
WEARING BODY ARMOR. FIRING A TINY HOLDOUT ROUND WON'T EVEN BE 
PISTOL, A "PURSE POPPER.” FELT THROUGH MAX'S 


I GUESS IT'S A GOOD THING YOU'RE NOT MESSING UP 
YOU'RE WEARING BODY THE INTERIOR OF MY BUS. 
ARMOR 


THERE ARE STILL THREE FICUS FOXTROT. 

GOONS AND A GUNSHIP KATHRYN, YOU FOOL. TWO PISTOLS, A BUS, AND A 

BETWEEN ite AND CORPSE IN BODY ARMOR, 
EDOM, 


T NEED TO FORCE-MULTIPLY BEYOND CONSIDER THIS Wee 
“JUST TWO PISTOLS AND A BUS, FORGE FULLY MULTIPLIED. 


The team is on their way 
in, and heading For 
Beggar Bay. 


We have @ map. Now, Page 

fof's have words with OW i 
PROMISE NOT 

‘ur prisoner. BRON NOT 


We don't know 
whore... ah. 
Pau's console 
is unlachod, 


You're lucky 
youre not 
delicious, 


YOU OBVIOUSLY KNOW 
WHERE YOU'RE GOING NOW. 
WHY OO YOU NEEO ME? 


T thought maybe a human 
shield would be handy, but 
you don't screen very much. 


TLL SPREAD MY ARMS OUT TO LOOK 


BIGeER. T WILL STOP ALL 
THE BULLETS! 


{the spirit 


(OUTSIDE THE SERIAL BEGGAR'S HAPPIFUN REC:DEC 


Your grid oF 
cameras dogsn't 
fall me what's 
bohind this: door. 


WE TOOK OUT ALL OF 
THOSE CAMERAS. THAT WAS 
PART OF THE SECURITY, 


Well T don’t Feel very secure not knowing 
what's behind tha door before we open it. 


YOuR SECURITY 
WASN'T WHAT WE 
WERE PLANNING FOR 


What happened to ‘I will 
‘stop all the bullets?’ 


T Aft IN THIS BUSINESS TO SAVE LIVES. YES, INCLUDING 
ihY OWN. T CAN PROBABLY RECOVER FROM A GUNSHOT 
WOUND WORE READILY THAN T CAN FROM BEING 
EATEN BY WHATEVER YOU ARE. 


OPERATION BEHIND THAT DOOR HAS SAVED 
TENS OF THOUSANDS, POSSIBLY HUNDREDS 
‘OF THOUSANDS OF LIVES, 


yh. Fair 
crush | guess 


WE'VE HAD 1O START HIDING CERTAIN 
POPULATION DATA, BECAUSE THE ELDERLY AND 
THE INFIRM ARE NO LONGER EXPIRING. AT ALL. 


LET ME_GO IN ALONE. T'LL BRING Wow. | have got 
YOUR FRIEND BACK TO YOU. to see this For 


Ho's liko a 
large child 
that way. 


7 __. YOU SEE, IF WE DON'T KEEP 
THIS A SECRET, IT ALL ENDS, THE __filsa, wo 
GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE IT AWAY. don’t Frust you. 


EXCEPT I DION'T HAVE TO [i HMPH. WHO KNEW THAT SHAKING BRAINS 
WARDROBE CHANGE ABOARD SHOOT DAD _IN THE HEAD OUT OF A HOOD WOULD TRIGGER 
THE BUSSED ‘EM U.V. BEFORE T COULD BORROW DADDY ISSUES? 


Fas SHIRTS, 


NOT A GREAT FIT. 
| PEEL LIKE V1 WEARING 
MY DAD'S CLOTHES 


T'h BULLET-PROOF NOW, BUT MY |] OH, HEY! VIRTCHY OvERLAYS LI ANO SOMEBODY DIDN'T LOS 
FACE IS TOO EXPOSED. 1 WONDER || AND A FULL COMM RIG! IF OUT BEFORE HE DIED. 
IF THE MASK OFFERS ANY 
PROTECTION. 


I'M GOING TO NEEO TO L_YJ SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S PLASGUN ||... WHICH MEANS I MIGHT NEED TO DO 
00 Sonerine Mout Eats D0 Te tack SOMEITING ABOUT POUR BODIES 


BUT IT's OUTSIDE 
IN THE LOCK-80x, m 

AND THERE ARE THREE I GUESS “FIELD WORK" DOES NOT 
GOONS BETWEEN IT AND ME... MEAN “STANDING AROUND IN MEADOWS." 


SLOW DOWN, KATHRYN. BEFORE YOU 
KILL ANYBODY ELSE YOu OUGHT 
TO GET THE LAY OF THE LAND. 


THIS MASK HAS CAMERA J] I WANT TO LOOK AT 
TABS. LET'S LOOK EVERYTHING YOU 
AROUND, LOOKED AT, DEAD 


(00H! SECRET TAPS. 
THESE CAMS AREN'T 
PART OF THE GRID. 


HINPH. WELL, THE GOOD NEWS 1S THAT 1 
CAN NOW START KILLING AND NOT FEEL 
IN THE LEAST BIT GUILTY. 


THE BAD NEWS IS T’M NOT 
GOING TO FEEL THE LEAST BIT GUILTY 
ABOUT THE KILLING I'M ABOUT TO DO. 


FINE, WE ALL GO 
IN. BUT 00 NOT 
SAY T DION'T 
WARN YOU. 


That's sort of icky, but 
naked headless zombie 
incu was worse. 


Maybe we're just jaded, 
but your villainy is not 
Barticularly imprassive. 


Obviously you're using YOU'RE VERY ASTUTE, BUT YOUR} Really? With the right WE OBTAIN THE FINAL PRODUCTS 
flarge-mass humans as MATH IS OF EACH SUBJECT 4 administration oF nulriont ) | THROUGH AUTOMATED PUSTU 
replication beds For illegal ) || COME RODACES THREE solutions @ phiebatomic MILKING, 
bload-nannies. nee tap should wield ge cays 
TAKE THEIR 
BLOOD. 


What are you gelting, IF your socrat 
maybe ong to two liters ‘gots gut you might have 
per day From your victims? a_small marketing problem. 


‘TT LOOKS LIKE THOSE THREE GUYS HAVE SEEN 
UNLOADING OuR STUFF: 


the contral pier, just down this corridor. WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF THAT GUNSHIP. 


SAY We FOLLOW 
WASKED SHORT 


OPE 
it OUR STE 


YOU DON'T THINK I'D HANG 7 
‘Bone raot ne tito, | Sar tet wet 
earn ne gine 

HARVEST THEIR BLISTERED HIDES, Processed right away. 

AND THEN LEAVE THEM 
‘MISERABLE, OO YOU? 


THEY'RE HAPPY. 

THEY ARE UNAWARE OF 
THEIR PHYSICAL STATE, AND ARE 
ENJOYING FULL-IMMERSION SIMS. 


_THE HAPPIFUN REC-DECK 


STILL, THIS SOLUTION IS 
ELEGANT, IS IT NOT? 


Fire you trying to sell us something, or do 


ANOTHER WAY, I you just like the sound of your aun voice?) 


WOULD HAVE 


IF I COULD HAVE DONE IT é “Ue, 


THESE NANNIES ARE VERY 
DIFFICULT TO WORK WITH, THE PARENT CLASS 
WILL ONLY REPLICATE IN HUMAN HOSTS 


vate SHE SouNe OF ty 
E TOMORROW, AFTER 
Youve BEGIOED NOP TO KL ME 


POPULATION AND MAKE THEM 
BOTH HAPPY AND PRODUCTIVE. 


YOUR FRIEND IS RIGHT DID T MENTION THAT THERE'S A 
THROUGH THERE IN THE SECURITY TEAM IN HERE AS WELL? 
ADMITTING AREA. 


It isn't a surprising- 
uet-inovitable betrayal 
T've bean expecting it. 


THEY NEVER WOULD HAVE PRAISE FATE FOR A MISSPENT YOUTH 
COVERED THIS IN FIELD FULL OF JOYRIDES AT COSTCLUE. 
TRAINING, EVEN IF T HAD 


COMPLETED IT. 


TVE STOLEN A FLOAT PALLET & 
FULL OF CONTRABAND, AND I'm 


DEE IN ENEMY TERRTTORY, 


‘A MAKESHIFT VEHICLE SPEEDING PAST AN ‘SUCH A VEHICLE SPEEDING PAST TRIGGER-HAPPY 
ENFORCEMENT AGENT WILL DRAW ATTENTION. SECURITY GUARDS WILL DRAW FIRE. 


YIKES! THOSE TWO ARE XI THE SERGEANT'S PLASGUN 15 | _ FICUS FOXTROT 

IN HEAW ARMOR PROBABLY THE BEST ANSWER | THIS THING IS HEAW! 
TO THE QUESTIONS THEYLL JT’ NEVER GOING 
WANT TO ASK, TO BE ABLE TO. 


KATHRYN FLINDERS 15 FIRING KATHRYN'S TARGETS ARE WEARING 
stron MuNTTiON 34-220 || ‘SURPLUS PENDRAKE ARMORY CS: 
PLASGUN, OR PLASMA CANNON. 3100 ABLATOR EXO-SUITS, 8”-GEN. 


WLIA 2 


UU, 


‘SAVING THAT THES WEAPON “EMITS PLASMA" IS LIKE SAVING 
A STAR “EMITS LIGHT” OR A POLITICIAN "EMITS FALSEHOOD, 


‘SAYING THEY “MIGHT AS WELL BE NAKED" IS LIKE SAVING THESE EXO-SUITS OFFER MUL TIPLE LAYERS OF PROTECTION, 
THEY “MIGHT AS WELL HAVE STAYED IN BED TODAY.” ALL CLEVERLY ENGINEERED TO SHUNT KINETIC STRIKES AND 
THERMAL BLOSSOMS AWAY FROM VITAL AREAS, 


(BOTH STATEMENTS ARE. 
INACCURATE, THOUGH 


COLORED WITH SIMILAR 
MEASURES OF TRONY.) 


‘UNFORTUNATELY, THE BROAD 
WASH OF NEARLY-FUSING PLASMA 
DEPOSITS FAR MORE HEAT THAN 


THE CLEVER ENGINEERS AT 
PENDRAKE ARMORY EXPECTED THE 
EXOSUIT TO SURVIVE 


DEEP BANDS OF SUPERCONDUCTORS ONLY 
‘SERVE TO ENSURE THAT THE ENTIRE SUIT IS 
TOO HOT, RATHER THAN JUST THE FRONT. 


THE EXTREME HEAT WILL 
RADTATEIN FASTER THAN 
IT-CAN RADIATE OUT. 


SHOULDN'T Have 


Pin 2 NAKED. = a 
S 


EATHRYN LINDERS IS Frnae a || SHETSASSISTED BY THE PACT THAT LT ars aaeneTic COURLING ALSO ALLOWS THE 
Srront Mentronsariosd ” |by THE WEAPONS STABLIZING ITSELF BY \I) Te tsow ro genoa TE SEMIFICANT TRUST 


PLASGUN, OR PLASMA CANNON. 


BEAM TO THE WEAPON CHASSIS. 


‘SHE IS HOLDING ITAT FULL EXTENSION —NO MEAN 
FEAT WITH A WEAPON MASSING 19.5 KILOGRAMS. KATHRYN HAS DISCOVERED "ROCKET MODE” 


‘MOVING ON! THE PLASMA BEAM 15 ENERGETIC IT 60ES 
THROUGH BULKHEADS LIKE A HOT KNIFE THROUGH BUTTER. 


LIKE MOST ENERGY WEAPONS, JP | LIKE LIGHTNING STRIKES, TYPICALLY THE SHOTS (AND AS WITH LIGHTNING, TAKE COVER WHEN 
PLASGUN DISCHARGE HAS A YOU HEAR ARE THE ONES THAT DIONT KILL YOU. YOU HEAR A MISS, GOD MIGHT BE FINDING 


VERY DISTINCTIVE SOUND, RANGE BY WALKING HIS SHOTS. 
THAT SOUNDED LIKE...) ( SCHLOCK'S PLASGUN, 


ee OVE WOME MOVE! 


Ber 10 euNesay 
‘AND SCHLOCK, 


CONVERSELY, A POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS. 
ATTACK MAY BE COMPLETELY SILENT. 


OOOO GLUON 


HAPPIFUN REC-DECK. 2 a 


THESE SIX SECURITY PROFESSIONALS ARE IN 
PENDRAGON C5-3100 ABLATOR EXO-SUITS. 


THEY HAVE HANDS-FREE WEAPON MOUNTS 
FITTED WITH ANTE-PERSONNEL SYSTEMS. 


THESE WEAPONS UTILIZE PIN- UNLESS “THE JOB" HAPPENS 
POINT TARGETING AND WILL NOT TO BE A THREE-HUNDRED KILO 
SET FIRE TO THE BULKHEADS. CARBOSILICATE AMORPH WITH 
‘AN UNARMORED HOSTAGE, 
Well, we might as well Find 
‘out how many oF these 
bullets you can stop. 


THES MINIMIZES COLLATERAL DAMAGE 
WHILE GETTING THE JOB DONE- 


‘ENNESBY'S UNIFIELD MANIPULATOR GRANTS THE STEM EXTENDS THE MANIPULATOR 
FLIGHT TOES SMALL, ARMORED CHASSIS. FIELDS JUST FAR ENOUGH FROM HIS 
"BRAIN" THAT HE DOESN'T FRY HIMSELF 


TTALSO ALLOWS HIM TO RETURN 
‘FIRE WITH COHERENT MICROWAVES. 


ITALSO SERVES AS AN IDEAL 


‘STOP SHOOTING! 
STOP SHOOTING: 


YOU PUSHED THE 
“BUTTON, PROFESSOR 

jOUR SHOW, MAK ISNT 
RESPONDING. 


PANIC-2L 
TTS ¥ 


THE BLOB AND THE ROBOT BIG BROWN GUY? GUT-SHOOT Him A FEW ) QOH DEAR, SOMEBODY NEEDS 
CAME HERE LOOKING FOR CURLY HAIR? TIMES, PLEASE. IMMEDIATE MEDICAL ATTENTION. ARE 
THEIR FRIEND, THAT SHOULD YOU READY TO NE 

BE HIM ON THE PREP TABLE 

BEHIND YOU GENTLEMEN, 


WE BARELY GOT HIM 


HERE BEFORE YOU MADE Z fs T hate the "shoot the 
US CHANGE CLOTHES, hostage” mama 50 VERY MUCH. 


STAUNCH | 
sLEEDIN 


LET ME GO, I'LL a 
YOUR FRIEND'S BLEEDING, 
AND THEN WEEEEEEEEEEEEEE? Good caaasaaqaaaaaaaaaall? 


WV con't worry agour me! 
WORRY ABOUT THAT TURD- 
TENTACLED MONSTER! 


" Mee CHARIS AN THCOCE PLEA 
wnat No. we're KI | Rocker sie WeRe PROBAGLY ONLY 
SANG THEM FROM Ea "TOKE THO FROM THe 

“THe Re PN 


= eee 


i NES C ce 
it~) 


ra MATT A 


Ly = ye. ‘ POWERED ARMORWEAVE LET ME GO! I DON'T 
PARTHEREACEDOWN tant Put Vout 
iN es Pr 0) | Cea lm 


(| nel 


BEGGAR BAY. 


MAIOR MURTAUGH! Weve TILL BE FINE, THE BULLET 
GOT WALKING WOUNDED! WILL, WORK ITS WAY OUT IN 
‘A COUPLE OF OAYS. 


I DON'T CARE IF THEY'RE 
WALKING, PULL ALL THE CASUALTIES 
BACK ONTO BRISTLECONE. 


PROFESSOR PAU PUSHED THE 

PANIC BUTTON, AND THERE ARE 

EIGHT COMBATANTS AND ONE 
FIRE BETWEEN US AND Hilt 


‘ONE WAY OR ANOTHER THIS 
DECK IS GOING TO GET HOT. 


MAIOR, I'VE GOT A 


(CHECK THE UNIFORM, 
SHE'S DEFINITELY 

‘ONE OF THE ONES THAT 
CAME THROUGH EARLIER. 


fea] AND SHE'S STILL WEARING 
HER HELMET, YOU IDIOT. 


i 


\( OH sore, sik 
—— 


(a 


AFTER YOU'RE DONE 
REPORTING OUR POSITIONS 
TO YOUR FRIENDS, PLEASE 
PASS ALONG MY INVITATION 
THAT THEY SURRENDER, 


1 WASN'T TALKING TO THEM! 
BUT I GUESS THAT WOULD. 
HAVE BEEN A GOOD IDEA? 


WHOEVER DRESSED YOU uP 
LIKE A SOLDIER, LITTLE GiRL. 


You should pull me out |] Much better. T would be 
of your helmet so the |} sad if I missed this. 
two of us can sea 

what's going an. 


‘Sergeant Just grab me || These guys have powered || Also, I suspect they 
and Shop and gat us 4] cxosuits. IPll taho way too |} have a strength 
‘ut of hare! long For you to gat thom. |} advantage, 


WHOA! LOOKIT THIS! THE 
EYEBALLS COME RIGHT OUT! Ay 


hard! it is to Find those? || NOW STOP STRUGGLING || AND YOU KNOW THE VALUE OF 
OR SGUISH THI LiKE” | Levenace? 


} ‘Do you have any idea how || YOU'VE ALREADY LOST. | | YOU'RE WEARING POWER ARMOR 


‘NO, BUT YOU 00. 


MAIOR MURTAUGH 
‘OWES YOU A PAY RAISE, 


HEADING TOWARD | 


Doc, we lost Para 
bach’ there. T can't 
‘see hor, and she's not 
answering her comm, 


TAILOR, HOW This is not a particularly Aat Fira, 
2000 ARE THESE and Para's got a small amount oF 
esas air storage plus a good ra: 
Ree sneote (MMMEA breather. Sho should be just 


OF THIS FIRE 


~ captured. 


Message For you, sir. 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS, T AM || WE PROVIDE CONTRACT SECURITY FOR SEVERAL | | I'VE ALREADY ARRESTED ONE OF 
fesoR miner oF W Haartats aNd PROGEING PAOLITES WI The aga || YOu SHE was RIND ENOCH TO 
SANCTUM ADROIT. WE ARE THE ONLY AUTHORIZED ARMED RESPONSE UNLOCK HER COMM. 

En Ottcenen? 801 HERE ON HAVEN TE 


exiRE TE, GUT Th WILLING TO 
SO You'Re THE poLicE? , Q 
Ce ee pues Bd "FOR LING YOU IF THATS 


FARBALL! ESCORT THIS || AND HURRY UP. I NEED RERIRE TOCKING 6 UP 
PRISONER TO THE BRIG WITH A ROBOT? 
Zit AERAIO YouR ) |] ON BRISTLECONE, 


HAS DECIDED 


your masta WITH BIG-EYES* 
FRARLS InN TO ALL THAT. 


J 


make things okay 
between us. 


‘I THINK I Just saveo U Take THIS, we've GOT) | Giving me my own 
Youit Lice, SRGENT PEK WORE 10 GOO) | ack only means’ | gee | GUT Mayae You sHoU.O 
1 fii] to settle our score my —— 
Yeah? That doesnt . ; 
a Orders, Captain 
a Flinders? 
Poy 


‘Kone ON Oe ‘The brick with ae pistol, ye a ang ‘Shep is bleeding to death 
oT OF though, cappine jose QuYS . vd the i: Fir 
Tsk wee BEEE || reer, caver cress one |] PASE? apn | and tha rom fon Ea, 
ablated? That QUALIFICATION. our work now? 
was all you. 4 


FIRE, SUPPRESSION, FOR Though mayba 
not sa much now 
that the Fire is 
in the samo, 


THis MASK 15 VERY HANDY. 
ITS TIED INTO ALL KINOS 
(OF SYSTEMS HERE iN 


TM pretend this 


tastes ike pie. 


TAILOR, OIG THROUGK ie INO, KEEP AN EYE ON OUR . ‘UMM... TAILOR, DO YOU SEE 
ee che toe 
y pa ig " 


ane 


MO. 


cA SHUT UP AND 
ig LIKE BUBBLES. 


‘HE'S STILL ON THE GURNEY. 
TLL PUSH, DOCTOR 
Shep got shot in Y 
the gut? | think he 
Reeds surgery 


KATHRYN... I THOUGHT THAT MIGHT BE 
YOU. WEREN'T YOU PUSHING THE PALLET 
WE FOUND WRECKED IN THE HALLWAY? 


‘THE PLASMA CANNON WAS DOING. 
MOST OF THE PUSHING THAT TIME. 


Careful. The brass 
doesn’t like it when 


T blame sture 
P 
8 


Ss 


TAILOR! YOU HAVE A 


THE HALLWAYS OF THE SERIAL BEGGAR, PATIENT! SHEP TOOK 
MULTIPLE ROUNDS IN 


SLA THERED IN FIRE-SUPERESSANT FOAM, 
THE ABDOMEN. 


‘ 


SERGEANT! TAILOR WAS SEARCHING FOR 
‘OUR GEAR AMID THE FOAM, THATS 
YOUR JOB NOW. BE QUICK 


yS 


LEGS AND TINO, MAKE THIS TM GETTING TO THAT, BUT WE'RE 
Hn Scie ISU Ems BIL TS Su 6 SESUEP-) nae mas saa aust ype ett Out Or HC 
ts EEN ITE ROM THAN THAT, PLEASE. 

bh. 4) 


WHAT ABOUT RAFE 
HAVE YOU FOUND RAFE? 


ENNESBY, I NEED YOU HACKING CAMERAS. WE I} I can’t halp there $0... YOU GOT SHOT IN YOUR 
“MAN STEM 


LOST LIEUTENANT VENTURA BETWEEN BEGGAR ]]| sir. My mani-stom 
BAY AND HERE. SHE WAS CAPTURED, AND I ‘snapped in the 
WANT TO KNOW WHERE THEY TOOK HER ‘exchenga oF Fira. 


T Find the term 
“Fiddly-bit" rathor 
dorogatary. 


RIGHT NOW YOU'RE LOOKING AY/, 75. someTHING MALE 


BLOATED TO OVER 220 KILOS 
‘ON NUTRIENT SOLUTION AND 


YOU DON'T KNOW 
‘THE WORST OF IT. 


I'm pretty sure she does. The pustule- 
nnilking machine is twa patients over 
working on a thigh. 


1 WAS TRYING TO IGNORE 
THAT, ENNESBY. THANK YOU 


THE MILKING MACHINE 1S 
Ieky, BUT IT'S NOT THE 
WORST PART. 


THE WORST PART IS 
THAT NONE OF THIS 
15 NECESSARY. 


IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 

MEDICAL WEIRDNESS GOING 
ON HERE, T HAVE TO ASK A 
STUPID QUESTION: 


WAS HE A PLANT LIKE A SPY, OR 
A PLANT LIKE A PERAMBULATORY 
‘ASPARAGUS? 


MAXIMILIAN HALUSKA, 
THE FORMER OWNER OF 
“THIS MASK? HE'S BEEN 
SABOTAGING THE RESEARCH 
HERE. HE WAS A PLANT. 


AH. THE SPY 
KIND. 6000 
QUESTION, THOUGH, 


right here! Where || you Found Para’s duffel? |] I'm busy performing surgery.” 


(: Graah! It was]] Tailor, didn’t you say |] No, What I said was “stop distracting mo, 
did © gor 


9 For luggage in the Foam 
until T’'m dane looking For bullets in the spleen. 


$Q.. OUR LIEUTENANT ORDERED 
YOU TO 00 SOMETHING THAT 
| bet if | stop | WiLL GET CONE FASTER IF YOU 
stirring things up our | 00 NOTHING? 
gear will eventually 
Find self. 


I THINK 1 SEE 
‘A PILE OF DUFFELS 
TO YouR LEFT, 


‘She burned into a 
real officer. When 
cid that happen? 


‘Yup. Foam's going TINO! I THINK WE FOUND ‘You are so lucky 
away by itselF. Ge || YOUR WAYWARD RESCUES! 


you taste like soap, 


[HOW LONG UNTIL 
WE CAN TAKE HIM 
‘DOWN FROM 
THERE? 


ABOUT AN HOUR. HIS 
SYSTEM NEEDS TO BE 
FLUSHED OR HE'LL END UP 
GROSSLY OBESE AND 
SPORTING AN EXPENSIVE 
SKIN. CONDITION. 


WY] | WE, CONT HAVE AN HOUR, ARE 
YOu! Suge THete's NO WAY TO 
68 Fasten 


HERE'S RAPE, ALL |i i} 
HOOKED UP AND 
STARTING TO : A 

/' 


PRETTY SURE. I'VE GOT 
ALL MAX'S NOTES 


THE UNS. SENT MAX HERE TO HAVEN HIVE TO KEEP THE 
NANNIES IN CHECK, MAX MADE SURE THEY WERE HOBBLED SO 
THEY COULON'T REPROOUGE PROPERLY. PAU KEPT HIRING 
NANNY-TECHS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM, BUT MAX MADE SURE 
‘ALL THE PERSONNEL PAL. GOT WERE IN ON THE HOBBLING. 


OR A DECK FULL OF 
2OPONIC WATERMELON. 


THAT'S RIDICULOUS, THERE'S 
NO SUCH THING AS A 
HEADLESS ZOMBIE, 


EVEN MORE RIDICULOUS: THAT ANY: 
(OF YOU SAW GENERAL XINCHUB 
NAKED AND SURVIVED WITH 

YOUR SANITY. 


Doc, when the sergeant Something about 
sau these poor guys ho “naked hoadioss: 
said he'd sean worse, zombie Xinchub.” 


> XN { 


/ OR YOU KNOW, AT ALL. 


Doc! | caught the evil 
mastermind Professor 
Pau again! 


Kw, 


PAU: NOT TH AARTERMING ERE: | 


Cool. His eg and his 
survival instincts are Fighting 
For control of his mauth, 


YOU'RE WEARING MAX'S JA WRONG GUESTION. |] WAS? ARE YOU oeapeR THAN =} | Disco has come back in 
CLOTHING. WHO YOU SHOULD Be |] "SAviNNG He's DISCO, slaven differant Forms 
ASKING “WHO DEADE in the test 300 


Cade years alone, 


Bick a lass Forebading 
comparison, maybo? 


WELL... BESIDES THE SMALL— 
CALIBER EXIT WOUND AT 
THE BASE OF HIS SKULL, 


YOU MUST BE THE MONSTER 
WITH THE Vey 


BODY WAS STILL WARM, BUT 
RECOGNIZED, NO REAL IT'S PROBABLY TOO LATE 
DISTINGUISHING MARKS, TO NANNY-BAG THE HEAD. 


1 THINK YOU ResTARTED 
‘hy HEART A FULL TWO MINUTES 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 


YOUR PRESENCE MEANS 
THAT MY REPOSE 
WAS EVENTFUL, 


$0... I GET SHOT IN THE 
FACE. WHEN T WAKE UP 
MOSTLY NAKED AND 
COMPLETELY UNARMED 
[1 FIND You pegaeKeD 
HERE IN FULL KIT. 


HELLO, MAXIMILIAN. YOU'RE 
NOT WEARING YOUR 

USUAL ASK: HELLO MAIOR 
NO, 1’ NOT. 


TO TOAST REGULAR 
‘DOSES OF RED 
NUMBER TWO, BUT 
“TO iy HEALTH" 
SOUNDS CLICHE 


AS MY PRESENCE 
UNWELCOME, MAK? 


FOR AS IMPORTANT AS IT 15, 
THAT MASK REALLY SHOULD 
HAVE LOCKED ITSELF COWN, 


YOU'RE GREEOY AND NAIVE, AND 
MAXIMILIAN HALUSKA PLAYED YOU. 


TLL BE Quick ABOUT 
THIS, PAUL 1 HAVEN'T 
KILLED You BECAUSE 1 


know You'Re ust 
i A TOOL. 


RELATIONS INTERFACE FOYER. 


TVE SEEN HIS NOTES, HIS 
SECRET CAMERAS... HE WORE THIS 
MASK ALL THE TIME SO HE COULD 
‘ALWAYS KEEP TABS ON YOU, 


‘GET IT OFFT 
SETITOFFOETIT 
OFFGETITOFF! 


RIDICULOUSLY STUPID, OR THIS MASK 


NO KIODING. HALUSKA WAS EITHER 
1S DEFECTIVE, 


EITHER WAY, HIS 
LOSS, OUR GAAAAIIIEE! 


‘CREEPING CHARLIE NO KILL. T'VE ALWAYS SUSPECTED 
FICUS FOXTROT THAT STUPID, RIDICULOUS MASK 
BENTAMIN. IN BE sek IMGHT BE DEFECTIVE. 


Fy) pe it got 
cf when You 
? ifie S: Y ie derestive. 


MY MASK SHOULD HAVE: AND IT CERTAINLY SHOULDN'T HAVE 
BLOWN UP THE MOMENT LET HER SNOOP AROUND 
THAT MURDEROUS LITTLE IN ahY JUNK. 
INK PUT IT ON. 


SO .. YOU WALKED AROUND FOR 
TWO YEARS WITH A DEFECTIVE BOMe 
STRAPPED TO YOUR FACE? 


Tim LEAVING THAT 
OFF MY RESUME. 


WHAT'S THE 


FLANK THEM, PRESS 
THEM BACK HERE 
TO BEGGAR BAY, 
ARREST THEM. 


MIGHT T SUGGEST YOU 
ARRANGE THINGS SO 
THAT THEY DIE RESISTING 
ARREST? 


GOOD. Ty) | 
GLAD WTF AS A BABE YOU WERE NURSED 
ON THE MURDER-PUS OF A HATE 


MONGERING, CANKEROUS 
~_TEAT-DEHON, 


(0085. GLAD 
FEELING ALL 


SANCTUM ADROIT SELLS LAW \[ T'VE LOANED YOU SOME OF OUR 
ENFORCEMENT, NOT WANTON UL EXO-SUITS IN THE PAST, BUT WE 
wioteNce. USE THEM OIFFERENTLY 

“THAN YOU 00, 


WE BRANDISH 
SUPERIOR FORCE AS A 
NEGOTIATION TACTIC, BUT 
SANCTUM ADROIT 1S NEVER 
VIOLENT IN ANGER Lest We 
BECOME THE EVIL WE BEHOLD. 


MAJOR, TELEMETRY SWEEP} (WELL, WELL. 
INDICATES THAT WE LOST 
EIGHT EXOSUITS ON THE 
REC-DECK, 


MATOR MURTAUGH, 
‘ARE YOII READY TO BECOME 
WHAT YOU BEHOLD? 


TM READY TO PUNCH WHAT 1 
BEHOLD. DOES THAT COUNT? 


TORE RET STE YOM 7 TORE OUR EXORTS Mere ROR 
Lost? TH Tit sony FOR | P>_ THOUSANDS OF K-CREDS EACH! 
IN THEM... MURDERED BY — 

rich. ah YOuR LOSS, MAX, 


YES, YOUR LOSS. THE SAME 
CONTRACT RIDER THAT LETS YOU 

USE SOME OF OUR SUITS OBLIGATES 
YOU TO COVER THEIR REPLACEMENT COST. 


T DON'T WANT TO MAKE IT SOUND 
LIKE TTS ALL ABOUT THE MONEY, 
BUT YOU NEED TO KILL THESE 
PEOPLE SO MUCH. 


DON'T PRESS ME, MAX. WE WiLL] |) -IF THESE PEOPLE GO TO | YOU'LL BE BACK || AND WHEN A MEDIC TOSSES ME INTO A 
ARREST THESE CRIMINALS, COURT YOU WILL LOSE ALL | TO NANNY-B465 | | CRYOKIT SOMEDAY T'LL STILL HAVE MY 

THOSE NIFTY COMBAT ‘AND CRYOKITS. || PRINCIPLES TO KEEP ME WARM, 
MEDICATIONS WE'VE BEEN 


SUPPLYING. 


+ 2 NOT BEING WARM IS THE 


Ay en 
\ YOU'RE SUGGESTING YOUR 
heey rouge scceric Youn 


ANSWER FOR THEIR CRIMES. 


MAX, YOU'RE SLIMEY AND T 
DON'T TRUST YOU... ESPECIALLY 
NOT NOW THAT T'CAN SEE 

YOUR FACE. 


LET'S CLEAR THE AIR YOU EITHER COMMITTED 
EXTORTION BY THREATENING TO WITHHOLD GOODS 
IE I ID NOT COMMIT SEVERAL MURDERS FOR YOU, 
‘OR YOU LET SLIP THAT THOSE GOODS WILL BECOME 
UNAVAILABLE IF A COURTROOM IS ALLOWED TO 

LISTEN TO THE INDIVIDUALS YOU WANT IRE TO KILL. 


00 1 HAVE TO PICK ONE OF THOSE ) Se] 
‘Wo# WHAT ARE MY OTHER OPTIONS?) SR 


YOU COULD FIRE ME AND TRY 
TO HANDLE THIS PROBLEM 
ALONE IN YOUR UNDERWEAR. 


THIS LITTLE RAMPAGE HAS 
BEEN YOUR SHOW, KATHRYN. 
WHAT CO YOU WANT TO 00 

WITH OUR PRISONER? 


YOU'VE SAVED A LOT OF LIVES SELLING BOTTLED: 
BLOOD NANNIES, PAU. FIX THIS MESS. MAX IS 
DEAD, AND ALL THE TECHS HE HIRED TO WORK 
AGAINST YOU ARE DEAD, TOO. 


YOU SAID THERE 
WERE TWO 
THINGS? 


THOSE HANGING FAT MEN. 
YOU'VE ROBBED THEM, FIX THE 
BLOOD NANNIES, AND THEN GIVE 
THEM BACK THEIR FREEDOM 
‘AND THEIR DIGNITY. 


THEY ARE PEOPLE, 


‘CAN T USE THE 
WORD "HOSTS 


KATHRYN, ARE YOU SERIOUSLY || 0O WE HAVE A CHOICE? THE }}| BESIDES, I GOT ALL || I NEVER COPIED 
PLANNING TO JUST LEAVE Him || ARMORED RENT-A-COPS ARE J} | THE BLACKMAIL it OUT OF THE 
IN CHARGE HERE? ‘COMING FOR Us. MATERIAL WE NEED 

TO. KEEP Him IN LINE 

RIGHT HERE IN... Ui 


Extortion schomes are 
supposed to blow up in your 
Face a little Further into the plan. 


Copeain Tncers, Pauses 11 gee oral hee bne ony | Gare | THOM YOU'RE CALLING With the right 
my Friend Shep. ‘one who can Free the Fat || him just a little? me A monster? J setting the meat 


men and make the medicine || He's a doctor. He f\\ “wor'é taste like 
work the way it's supposed || can probably grow WY |_ soap. Not even 
to. He's still’ monster. fis leas bacl a itble. 


He didn’t pull the 
trigger, but he ordered it. 
Oust to be mean to ME. 


MEANWHILE, IN THE CORRIDOR OUTSIDE 
HAPPIFUN REC-DECK ADMITTINE. 


flow do you’ 
Fal, Shap? ) C4NGH. LUNG) ¢ 
HAPPENED? 


Ney abducted, and then shot.) eee 


Sasha alles ei raped oie 


1 and Flushed most oF the toxin 
ft pace in we Taw a = 

T alsa chackod 

‘an your boosts. I'm 

sorry. Those bland 


nannies are 
ong gone. 


SO T'LL NEVER BE AT 
A HUNDRED PERCENT. 


Perhaps not, but 
life is scored on 


FOR TELLING ME THAT. 


ONG That YOURE WEARING WY PANTS 


SHEP, CONT VOUT ORATT BA) TINGE UT. AS >| IT GUESS THAT MAKES IT Oki 


NEED INTEL ON “SANCTUM ADROIT.” 
CAN WE FIGHT? CAN WE 

ESCAPE? WILL WE SURVIVE 

Te We LET THEM 

ARREST US? 


Sanctum droit is the 

best in the industry, 

IF they're hore in Force there 
is no way we can take thom, 
and escape is unlikaly at best. 


Ficcording to the arrest 
statistics they have an 
almost perfect record 
For bringing suspects 
in alive, 


You're safer in Sanctum Adrait’s 
handcuffs than you are in your: 
win hitchan. 


ENNESBY, WE SHARE A 
KITCHEN WITH PEOPLE 
WHO LIKE TO MAKE 
BOMGS OUT OF 
POWDERED CREAMER 


Cea 


Ws 


PAL IS DESPICABLE, BUT SINCE WE'RE 
ABOUT TO GET ARRESTED I’M NOT 
REALLY INTERESTED IN A COL 
BLOODED KILLING. 


| love if when a problem comes: 


Wait... would you be 
interested in some b | with a solution built 
cold-blooded kiling iF right into it. 

we werent about to 
get arrested? 


WATT... WE'RE ABOUT 
TO GET ARRESTED? 


SERGEANT, PUT THAT THING AWAY. “FIGHT OR FLIGHT," DOC. WE DON'T RUN. WE TAKE 
YOU KNOW... BACK IN YOUR MOUTH. IF YOU WON'T LET Us FIGHT, THE UNSPOKEN THIRD. 
WHICH WAY DO WE RUN? OPTION: SURRENDER. 


THIS MESS WE'LL HAVE TO KILL COZENS OF INNOCENT 
PEOPLE, AND WE'LL ALMOST CERTAINLY END UP DEAD OURSELVES. WW 


TF WE ATTEMPT TO FIGHT OUR WAY cLeag oF YN | 


WE RESCUED THE PEOPLE WE CAME TO 
RESCUE. WE ONLY FOUGHT IN SELF- 

DEFENSE, WE DON'T HAVE TO BE 

AFRAID TO GET ARRESTED, < 


ARE YOU OUT OF 
YOUR MIND? 


‘THE PEOPLE I KILLED WERE UNS. INTELLIGENCE 50... SURRENDER IF YOU KATHRYN, T'0 LOVE TO SEE HOW 
AGENTS CHARGED WITH KEEPING A HORRIBLE WANT, BUT I'M RUNNING, YOUR LITILE MUTINY PANS OUT, BUT 
SOCIAL EXPERIMENT UNDER WRAPS. WHO'S WITH mez T'S IRRELEVANT NOW. 


We MONT tn aes 9 
AQRESTED, BUT THE UNS. WILL 
Y" NUKE THE COURTROOM BEFORE 
THEY'LL LET THIS OPERATION GO PUBLIC. 


EVERYBODY KeeP Your HaNos where we 
(CON SEE THEM. WELL COLLECT YOUR 
WEAPONS ONE AT ATIME, NICE AND EAS, 


Doc, just so you know, | don’t 

- actually have Eo take tris 
thing out oF my mouth 

to use it, 


DEMONSTRATE 
THAT, PLEASE. 


‘OH, AND BY THE 
WAY, YOU'RE ALL 
UNDER ARREST, 


SERGEANT, TAKE YOUR PLASGUN OUT OF YOUR 
MOUTH ANID HAND IT TO THE NICE MAN 
IN THE ARRORED EXOSUIT. 


1 only. She's not 
letting me have 
any Fun ab all 


TAGON WOULD NEVER 
HAVE ORDERED US TO 
SUBMIT TO ARREST. 


NINE SUSPECTS UNDER 
ARREST... LET'S MAKE 
IT AN EVEN TEN, 


TARFEATHER, TAKE MISTER HALUSKA INTO CUSTODY. I'm 
GOING OUT TO GREET THE REST OF OUR ARRESTEES, 


YOU'RE ARRESTING ME BECAUSE YOU 
LIKE ROUND NUMBERS? 


We will be dataining you Why did you just spit |] BECAUSE T HAVE SOME VERY ) 
aboard ArisHecane, ‘on mo.o....e0na03*arrd5 4] | EXPENSIVE DENTAL WORK. 
Mister Haluska. 


TARFEATHER, YOU ANSWER TO || ENABLE THE INTERLOCKS || WAIT FOR ME TO BOARD T estimate the yield 
MME AND ONLY TO ME NOW. 7-4] ON YOUR MAGAZINE, AND || BRISTLECONE ONCE THE to be in excess of 
REMOVE THE STEP-DOWN || ARRESTEES ARRIVE, six hilafons, 
Yes, sir. FROM YOUR ANNIE-PLANT. || DETONATE YOUR ENTIRE 
Ordors3 ) We MAGAZINE 


FOLLOW f 
MAIOR MURTAUGH My annie-plant will T SHALL CALL YOu, 
INTO THE KILL-B0X, go Fully critical, "TARMAGGEDOON, 


THE SCREAMERS IN YOUR EXOSUITS SUGGESTED YOU 
‘SANCTUM ADROIT FIELD COMMAND BUNKER. WERE DEAD. WHERE'S THE REST OF THE TEAM? 


Ss a 
OuNNo, THevIee suewT, CY 


AND WE'VE HAD NO conTacr. we VX 
‘CAME DIRECTLY HERE. WHAT'S GOING ON? 


T could have done el 
that For you, sir. 


‘SCRAP OF MORALITY I HAVE LEFT. 


NOTHING, SERGEANT. ARE YOU SURE THAT'S HOW YOU WANT 


00 YOU MEAN 


WE DIDN'T REALLY 00 J] “BesiDEs THe || TO PLAY THIS, PROFESSOR? ~ 
A] ANYTHING WRONG. 44! KIDNAPPING, ‘\ 
‘What's going EXTORTION, 


to happen to AND MURDER? 


us, Doc? 


A 


“ | dlicin't murder anybody 
> . DN today, but it’ earl 


YOU'RE BOING FINE. WE'RE 
ST THERE. EVERYBODY 
TAKE IT NICE AND EASY, 


WHAT KIND OF IDIOT WALKS INTO A FRIENDLY 
ILL BOX ALONGSIDE THE ENEMY? 


| TB nN 
JGR . 


ILL, WE CALL THIS SPACE 


~ STILL, e 
IN FRONT GF THE BUSINESS ENDS 
(OF OUR BUNKERS THE "KILL BOX" 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS, 
YOUR PROFILE PHOTOS 
DON'T 00 YOU! 
USTICE. 


MAIOR MURTAUGH, IT'S 
A PLEASURE TO FINALLY 
PUT A FACE 10 THE 
LOVELY VOICE. 


IS THIS A HUMAN FEMALE THING, OR AN 
‘OPPOSING OFFICER’ THING? 


‘throwing punches? 
Arrest us ready. 


MATOR ALEXTA MURTAUGH HAS TUST MADE TWOLEARS: | 


‘HER LITERAL LEAP GAVE HER A CLEAR LINE OF FIRE ON 
‘A SUBORNED TARBOT WHILE DRAWING POTENTIAL 
RETURN FIRE UP AND AWAY FROM THE ARRES TEES, 


GAH! HS SHIELDS HER INTUITIVE LEAP IS THAT THE SUBORNED 
ARE ALREADY UP. ‘BOT “TARFEA THER® IS NOW A BOMB TO BE USED 
FOR DESTROYING EVIDENCE AND WITNESSES. 


S~— 
FIRE BREACHERS ON 
TARFEATHER! GUT 
KILL Hin GENTLY? 


YouR sHip2 She is Mistress Para ‘She is the one 
[AIT OR Brea TES GANG ANE we Revove — | Yontura, Gur Lady tolling you to gat 
TM ALKOST IN, BUT OFF of hor ship. 


WAIT FOR ME TO RAISE 
THE SHIELDS, 


"MAXIMILIAN HALUSKA HAS SOLDIER-BOOSTS ENHANCING PARA VENTURA HAS NO SOLDIER BOOSTS, 
HIS STRENGTH, SPEED, AND REACTION TIME. AND ONLY MINIMAL COMBAT TRAININE, 


HE BEGAN THIS ENGAGEMENT WITH A REPORT- “SHE WON'T EVEN BLINK BEFORE 
SUPPRESSED GAUSSPISTOL AT THE READY. MAX FIRES HIS FIRST SHOT. 


__--- >. 


TARBALL ALLOWS THE HUMAN POSSIBLY SO HE CAN SHOW OFF FOR 
TO FIRE A SINGLE SHOT. VENTURA BY CATCHING THE BULLET. 


HES STRENGTH, SPEED, REACTION TIME AND READY WEAPONRY aN 
‘ARE MORE THAN SUFFICENT TO NEUTRALIZE MAXIMILIAN WHICH MAY-IN TURN BE WHY PARA 
HALUSKA BEFORE HALUSKA CAN FIRE HIS GAUSSPISTOL. 


IS SESE | 7 BRAVO! GET BACK 
If azoxmaraucinasa susceneo YN) Rou nen Vara rom se cal aLso iB eastLecoNE, 
‘ailcn- Resronse Bor ivicn sretis. || see aan ata aND A Park OF TaR@Ors. Now ow NOW! 


R s fe ‘ALSO, THE CUSTODY 
AAD| BB HER SPLIT-SECOND GLIMPSE REVEALS THAT WHATEVER THEYRE NOTIN IS ON 
[zene TO, THEY ARE NOT CURRENTLY IN CUSTODY. MURTAUGH'S GUNSHIP. 


OPEN FIRE, 


prisoner Loose } 


E SANCTUM ADROIT 
pees i ON THE SHIP! 


GUNSHIP BRISTLECONE. 


LIKE A BRISTLECONE PINE, ITS 
POSITIVELY ANCIENT, REFITTED 
‘AND UPGRADED DOZENS OF TIMES 
ACROSS SEVERAL CENTURIES, 


‘ALSO, ENARLED AND TWISTY, 
IT BRISTLES WITH WEAPONS. 


‘IT WAS NOT NAMED FOR THE GNARLED AND TWISTY 
WAY IN WHICH IT BRISTLES WITH WEAPONS, 


THE Al. ISN'T 
RESPONDING TO HAILS! 


‘JUMP 1.17, WE'VE GOT TO TAKE BACK THE SHIP BEFORE GOORER GUNS? 
BRAVO TEAM THE ENEMY SEIZES CONTROL OF THE 


{FOR ONE, AM HAPPY SHE 
DID _NOT FiRe HER POINT- 
DEFENSE CANNONS AT US. 


Hello, Tailor. My name 
is Bristlecone. 


[WET You're the gunship, 
righh? How did you 
get my address? 


Mistress Usntura provided 
the comm-hoy. Sho wants 
you fo use your scissors 
to Froa the rest oF 

your fram, 


The scissors are 
bound foo tightly. T 
aad to Froo mysall First. 


Mistress and T 

anticipated this 

problom. Bloasa 
hold still. 


Bristlecone, are you about to use point 
dofense cannons to blast my cuffs off? 


You're nat holding 
‘still enough yet. 


“MURTAUGHS TACTICAL ANALYSTS: 


'RISTLECONE |S PINNING SANCTUM 
ADROTT WITH GOOBER GUNS, BUT 
SHE JUST TRIED TO KILL THAT 
POOR 'BOT WITH A POINT= 
DEFENSE CANNON. 


TARFEATHER HASN'T SHOT 
AT ANYONE DESPITE HAVING 
CLEAR LINES OF FIRE ON 

EVERYONE IN THE KILL-BOX 


IGNORE TARFEATHER! GET THE PRISONERS 
BEHIND COVER, AND CONCENTRATE BREACHER 


FIRE ON BRISTLECONE! 


‘RESULTS: 100% DEAD WRONE. 


6000 WORK. 00 WE 
HAVE ALL OF THEM? 


UMM... NO. T ONLY GOT A 

PIECE OF THE GREEN ONE. 
YOU'D BE SURPRISED HOW 

OFTEN THAT HAPPENS. 


MAX HALUSKA ESCAPED CUSTODY, HACKED HE CAN'T GE ALIVE. I |] OKAY, SO I KNOW WHERE TO HANG AT 
TARFEATHER AND SRISTLECONE, AND T'm STRIPPED Him AFTER |] LEAST ONE ATTEMPTED MURDER CHARGE 
PRETTY SURE HE WANTS ALL OF YOU OEAD. PUTTING A ROUND. 

RIGHT THROUGH HIS 


YOU FOLKS STAY LOW AND BE 
QUIET. MAK HAS BRISTLECONE 
TRYING TO KILL YOU. 


Yes, by all 
‘moans’ stay lou, 
and be quit. 


We don’t want to correct the Major's: 
nisinformation, because tha longor 
she gots to got it wrong, tha Further 
we get fo got away. 


Para suborned Gr/sHecone and some WAIT, WHERE ARE WE 


farbots. Lot the Major try to rally troops. RUNNING? 
We're gaing to run For it hy 
; co 


For GrisHecane. 
The gunship. 


I CANT’ WAIT TO TELL TAGON 
THAT SINCE HE WOULON'T GIVE 
US A GUNSHIP, WE HAD TO 


a 


YOU GUYS RUN. I'M PROFESSOR PAU LOST ALL HIS | F< ——Saa 

STAYING. HERE IN HIRED MUSCLE IN ONE DAY, SAFE AND HONEST. 

HAVEN HIVE. SOMEBODY HAS 10 STAY HERE 
‘AND KEEP HiMt SAFE, 


HACKED OR NOT, 1 
KNOW BRISTLECONE, 


‘T KNOW HER POINT DEFENSES, 
HER SHIELO STRENGTH, AND T 
KNOW WHERE SHE KEEDS 

HER BOO-YEAR-OLD BRAIN. 


>) 


BARRAGE WILL KILL 
HER, GUARANTEED. 


ae! 


Y) | \\EUTENANT, BECAUSE MY ONLY ALTERNATIVE 


MISERY, MAJOR IF SHE GOT HACKED, 11'S 
BECAUSE SHE'S SENILE. 


Tf GOING TO IGNORE You 
AND FIRE WHEN I'M! GOOD AND READY 


IS TO FEED YOU TO YOUR NEXT OF KIN. 


‘TM STAYING, TOO. 
RAFE NEEDS ME. 


SHEP WILL NEED HELP PUTTING THE 
GANG BACK TOGETHER 


ALSO, SOMEBODY NEEDS 
TO. RUN INTERFERENCE 
FOR YOUR ESCAPE. 


walt FOR MY SIGNAL! 


Does he know that most people who 
say that end up signaling with their 
‘own splaltorad antrails? 


HIS CRASH-COURSE 
DION'T COVER THAT. 


EXCUSE RE, FINK NOT NOW. T NEED TO SAVE YOUR BESIDES, YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO 
MATOR? paal 


LIVES BY KILLING MY SHIP. = 86 stavine Low. || 
g 


Hmph. Tina's signal | TLL SEE YOU GUYS LATER, IF EVER. J 
‘was surprisingly good, | SINCE YOU OWN THE GUNSHIP, Tt 


© BEGINNER'S LUCK 


The stray breachor round 
was a nice touch. Good 
timing. PerFact ironic humar. 


This is not Fair! 


The Major shot 
at Tarfeather, then 
the gunship shob at 
her Groops. 


| wasn't asking your 


Im supposed to, 
be shooting 


as 


Then everybody shot 
at the gunship, and the 
Major shot our bus. 


-/ 


TO THE GUNSHIP, SERGEANT. 
WE ARE LEAVING. 


| though’ we were letting 
them arrest us, because 
everything would tun out 
For the best that way. 


THAT WAS BEFORE WE 
STOLE THEIR GUNSHIP, 


ey OFT EVERYBODY ONTO THE GUNSHIP. 1 


SERGEANT, ACCOMPANY PARA 
ON HER “CLEAN-UP.” 


TDON'T' NEED A 
Security DETAIL 
IVE GOT THE 
TARBOTS. 


YOU, ALONE WITH SIX ROBOTS? THE 
SERGEANT 1S YOUR CHAPERONE. 


TARBALL AND TARVALON: STAY 
‘ON MME, AND BRING MAX 


ALL THAT REMAINS NOW IS CLEANUP. 


TARMAC, SHEEP THE COMMAND CENTER, 
SAME PRIORITIES 


THE BATTLE OF BEGGAR BAY WAS 
BRIEF. ALSO, ALLITERATIVE. 


SERGEANT, FOLLOW 
TARMAC AND HELP OUT. 


Im your chaperone, 
not your security detail. | 
think Ghat means you don't 
get to tell me what to do. 


TARZAN, TARTARE, AND TARPAULIN: 
SWEEP THE WALLS AND BEHIND THE BUNKERS. 

DISARM AND RESTRAIN SANCTUM ADROIT. 
STABILIZE THE WOUNDED. NO KILLING. 


THERE ARE TWO DEPLOYMENT LOCKERS 
IN THERE. YOU COULD LOOT THEM 
FOR WEAPONS. 


I'm your chaperone. The more you | SOMEBODY HAS 
tempt me Go leave you atone wen | TRUST SUES. 


robots, the more important it is 
that | stay. 


Somebody told a robot to 

shoot my very own plasma 

cannon while was in'my 
very own hai 


MAX, YOU'RE A MONSTER. YOU | | HYPOCRITICAL CHILD. YOU HACKED 
IhINO-WIPED POOR) | ALL OF SANCTUN ADROIT'S TARBOTS! 


INDEPENDENT? AND I SUPPOSE THEY FOLLOW 
YOU BECAUSE THEY LOVE YOU? 


THEY'RE STILL SENTIENT, 
THEY CAN STILL PROBLEM-SOLVE 
INDEPENDENTLY. YOUR: NANNY-HACK 
ROBBED TARFEATHER OF ALL THAT. 


Actually, we do 
fove her. ou monster. 


HER CONSCIOUSNESS 15 GONE. YOU 
LEFT HER A LIFELESS AUTOMATON. 


THE DEFUSING OF A 
SEXKILOTON, SEME- 
SENTIENT BOMB. 


YOUR NANNY-HACK 
WAS CLUMSY, SLOPPY, 
AND WORST OF ALL, 

TERRIBLY INSECURE. 


INSECURE? LITTLE GIRL, 1 DON'T KNOW} 
WHO YOU THINK YOU ARE, BUT THAT 
TECH IS TOP NOTCH. TARFEATHER 
ANSWERS ONLY TO Me 


SO YOU DON'T KNOW ABOUT THE 
BACK DOOR WOULD YOU LIKE 
ME TO HAVE TARFEATHER 
SHOW IT TO Your 


\W =| 


SURE, 
N WHATEVER, c a 
1) 


THANK YOU. TARFEATHER, YOU 
‘ANSWER ONLY TO MAK HALUSKA 
PER HIS RESPONSE, HE WANTS 

YOU AND iE TO DEMONSTRATE 
THE BACK-DOOR PROTOCOL, 


Thank you, Mistress. 
Instructions 


Filoph cheese-mankoy, nanny 
glavenses, hash B0ds 133lmB6. 


SOMETIMES THE BACK 
DOOR IS "YOU'RE AN IDIOT.” 


YOU'VE GOT SKILLS GIRL. YOU WAIT! YOU BO IND BOB'S 
REMIND ME A LITTLE Bit OF ‘OF YOUR UNCLE. 
AUNT AMY. 
(S 


NO RELATION. / 
TARVALON, PULL. 4 \ 6 


‘So what was up 
with Max ancl 
that one robot? 


HE HACKED IT AND 
TURNED IT INTO 

A some, T 
OEFUSED IT. 


When you defuse 
bombs you shoul 


THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN 
ABOUT SIX KILOTONS, 


‘Or at least tell your Friends 
to hide behind something, 


Anyway, that was neat how you Yeah, bub you knew that wouldn't 
tricked! Max into unlocking the happen ‘cause youre awesome 
robot For you {i With robots, 


MAX MIGHT HAVE 
PRE-LOADED TARFEATHER 

FOR DETONATION INSTEAD OF DIALOG, OR 
HE IIGHT NOT HAVE FALLEN FOR IT, AND. 
BARKED A DETONATION COMMAND INSTEAO, 


LET'S ADD “LUCKY* TO 
“AWESOME WITH ROBOTS” 


iid 


5 Hy 
a 
Nas : 


Fate 


‘BUT... THAT'S THE SMALL ARIS ONLY. I'VE CHECKED 
MEANWHILE, IN PAB) PILE WE'RE NOT THE RELEVANT ORDINANCES, 


TAKING. 


2 SPEAKING AS YOuR 
if ATTORNEY, SIR. THE BREACHER 


P| CANNON SHOULD STAY INTHE 
BL PILE WITH THE GRENADES. 


Sir, there's baan/” I'm BUSY PLANNING A| Patay informs me that the 5.1. Nat just ears. le have the last 
fan’ interesting pA RESCUE MISSION, TAGIN . Frama From the high-speed 
dovelapment, hach-cam, 


‘Tve BEEN 

STARVING FOR 

‘GOOD INTEL FOR 
‘HOURS 


‘NOW! 


THERE'S ROOM FOR THE 
GRENADES NEXT TO MY 
EXTRA SOCKS, 


AN 
f 


ION GOES 
Y BAG, SIRZ 


ci 
IN 


Tha’ was the biggest 
Fire-Fiahe I've Seen 
jn a long time, ancl 

I did't get to 
kill anéhing, 


I THINK A GOOD SOLDIER 
SHOULD PREFER TO BASK IN 
‘A BLOODLESS VICTORY 
INSTEAD OF 

GLORYING IN 

HER KILLS. 


At settings above 
“6" the plasgun 
doesn’t leave. ani 


blood Iying arouns 


TWAS USING 
IRETAPHORICAL 
BLOOD, 


If I cial it up to 
MO" | bet that's 
gone Foo. 


YOU COULD BE A LITTLE || YOU HAVE A FEW ELEVATED. BF clot WEIRD. BUT THE LAST TIME YOU LET A 
BETTER HYDRATED, AND ENZYME LEVELS CONSISTENT)  WEIRO, THEN, THAT By MEDICAL PUZZLE DISTRACT YOU FROM CALLING 
MY MOTHER WOULD INSIST || WITH STRESS AND EXERTION, | YOU EPEAR TO HAVE YOUR MOTHER WE ENDED UP FLEEING A MAJOR 
‘Mat You NEED To Gan || SUT NOTHING'S OREN. |] LOST, BICHEID 
ABOUT THIRTY POUNDS, NO BRUISING, EVEN. WATHIN THE LAS 
COUPLE OF Hous Ser 
we suger 


J REALLY DON'T WANT 
1O_GO BACK THERE AND 
LOOK FOR MY TOOTH, 


Wo ps |} Potoy will probably | | SO THE THIRD Wall... the third 

Tw Y i . 

1 RPENED TO Me oad | build you a nica || TIMES A CHARM time usually 
roplacomont. Just indicafos 
pranisa to taka insurance 


batter care of it. 


1 GET A BRAND 
NEW VEHICLE, AND IT GETS 

COMPLETELY DESTROYED 

IN A MILITARY OPERATION 

MY GORGEOUS NEW BUS, (ON ITS FIRST TRIP OUT. 


THE DOCTOR'S DONE LOOKING | 
AT MMe, SO NOW T CAN HAVE A 
LOOK’ AT YOU. 


My manipulator stom 

‘got shot right off. Ula lost 
the assombly somawhora 
‘on the Happifun Wec-Dock. 


TILL GET YOU FIXED RIGHT 
UP. THERE HAVE TO BE SPARE 
TARBOT PARTS AROUND 


HERE SOMEWHERE, 


Large and 
Tim sure. 


WE WON'T FIND 
ANYTHING AS ELEGANT 
‘AS WHAT YOU HAD 
BEFORE, BUT 1 BET IT 
WON'T BE TOO BAD. 


Do you lose a 
Sea lot of those 
bats? 


Fina? Major Murtaugh is going 
to take them all back and 
wipe tha! 


Ligutonant Ventura, I don't 
think leaving those tarbats 
bohind was @ good idea. i 


“LAA 


That is some Friend. I just hope Murtaugh 
gols tha message in timo. 


I'M NOT AN IDIOT, ENNESBY, T 


That's 5.0.0. For hacked, mil-spec 
‘bots, Jou dan put thom back CALLED IN A FAVOR FROM A FRIEND. 
into service without a complate 2 
brain transplant, and you cortainiy 

don't leave thom running arqund i eral ane 
Fro with civilians. 3 é margins? 


1 LEFT HER A’ 
NICE NOTE 


THE TARBOTS ARE NOW LICENSED, BONDED, 
FREE CITIZENS, HV ONE-POINT-ONE, 


THIS DOESN'T BEGIN TO 
COMPENSATE, TARFEATHER, 
BUT YOU AND THE REST OF 
THE LIBERATED TARBOTS ARE 
NOW OUGHT AND 

PAID FOR 


[cere eA HAVEN ES BEG AY 


SANCTUM MaloR! ql 
ExCREMENTUM 


As a group we now 
refer to oursolves 
as “Tamation.” 


i, t 


‘OF COURSE YOU DO. THAT'S 
DAMNED APPROPRIATE, EVEN. 


s' 
é Indeed. Mistress 

Uontura arranged 

PRN VY) generous compensation. 


Cieutenant, || | Figure as long as you're 
heard you Fixing things, and ‘since 
were Fixing || you made your pet robot 
Ennesby up. || shoot my plasma cannon, 
you Could maybe 


buy 
anew one. 


cigs WX 


_@e > 


I'M SORRY ABOUT YOUR 
WEAPON SERGEANT. 


YOU WERE OUT OF CONTACT 
WITH THE TEAM ANO THE PLAN HAD 
‘CHANGED. YOU AND YOUR PLASHA 


CANNON WERE A LOOSE CANNON. 


YOU FIRED WILDLY 

INTO THE AIR THE 
MOMENT YOU HAD THE 
WEAPON IN YOUR HAND! 


. ‘My BEDROOM! My 
are the odds | Fit ART COLLECTION! 


anything important? 


STRAY SHOT uP 
THROUGH THE FLOOR 
WHAT ARE THE OD0S2 


KATHRYN, YOU THOUGHT MAX 
._ WAS DEAD, HEAD-SHOT. 


RETROEXOCEPHALODERM #2? 


I THINK IT's BaD 
LATIN FOR “THIS BACKS UP 
YOUR BRAIN INTO YOUR SKIN." 


¢ETRO-EXOCEPHALO- ‘T AGREE. IF THE BLOOD-NANNIES 


RE 
DERM NUMBER TWO. 


THIS 1S VERY 
DISTUREING, 


IN THAT BOTTLE REALLY DO COPY 
YOUR MIND INTO YOUR SKIN, AND 
CAN “RE-BOOT" YOUR BRAIN FROM 
BACKUP AFTER HEAD TRAUMA, THE 
IWPLICATIONS ARE TERRIFYING, 


BUT I'M TALKING 
ABOUT THE NUMBER. 


TT's ONLY THEIR SECOND 
ITERATION OF THE PRODUCT? 


IT'S THEIR SECOND. 
ITERATION. WHAT HAPPENED 10 
THE PEOPLE WHO TOOK RED si? 


Tm a little scared, but I have to] ARE YOU SURE YOU | Ah, So you haven't done 


ash... how exacHy did you turn WANT TO KNOW? I) it to ma, which means the 
six enemy combat ‘bats and a Couto smi BO | hind Fealings hava 3 - = 

gunship FLL info your own fowerds you are nat pert Stil a little 
personal army? ‘of some Frashly-hachad 7 scared, only 
Compuiston. now with Fewer 
kind Footings. 


THE ILLUSION 
(OF FREE WILL 
COULD BE PART 
‘OF THE HACK. 


Gut how did you do it? 
How did you reprogram 
them? 


BRISTLECONE AND THE TARBOTS ALL HAD 
BACKUP AND RESTORE FACILITY. GROSSLY 


‘OVER-SIMPLIFYING, T PUT FOND 
‘AND THEN FORCED A RESTORE, 


MEMORIES OF ME INTO THEIR BACKUPS, 


T'm right here, 


Mistress, listoning 


you, Mistress. 
IOaNec Nee You have done 
are 


mg, attar all 


CERTAINLY, 
‘BRISTLECONE: 


My last refit included @ teraport, 
but T’ve never used it For 
interstallar travel. 


ae || 


5 ‘ARE YOU 


WORRIED THAT 
IT WON'T WORK? 


Not at all. lle tested it out here at 
Colgate during the shakedown. 
La ay 


AD) 


‘IF YOU'RE CONFIDENT 
IN THE JUMP, YOU MUST BE 
WORRIED ABOUT SOMETHING 
ELSE, TALK TO ME, BRISTLECONE. 


T am six hundred 
years old, and T'va 
aver lof? the 
Coleschul 

sustam. 


In all those centuries the occasion simply 
over arose. I blockaded the wormgate Hiroe 
times, but never actually passed through it. 


Now, with Colgate dark and the age of tha 
Teraport upon us, I am about to transit 
Further From home than 

T'va aver boon. 


I suspect I shall 
soon travel Further stil, 

and that For... various reasons I 
shall never be able to go home again. 


No punsurre 
NONE AT ALL? 


NOBODY REPORTED 
BRISTLECONE STOLEN, 


I CAN'T BELIEVE 
YOU STOLE A GUNSHIP AND 
THERE AREN'T ANY CONSEQUENCES 


“OH, TM SURE THERE | 
ARE’ CONSEQUENCES," 


MAIOR, THIS ACCOUNT SAYS YOU STILL 
FEC HAVEN'T REPORTED BRISTLECONE STOLEN, 


BUT YOU WON'T TELL ME WHERE THE NOT ENTIRELY. SANCTUM ADROIT 
MONEY CAME FROM, NOR YOUR LOST FACE. YOU LOST HONOR, 
MOTIVE FOR ACCEPTING WHAT 

APPEARS TO BE A BRIBE, T SHALL ENDEAVOR’ 


‘MURTAGH? 


YOU'VE GIVEN ME A HUNDRED 000 
Times YOUR AMR tae TENORED T GRISTLECONE AND THE TARBOTS WERE LOST ons. 


ALREADY. THE CHIT WAS CONDITIONAL UPON 
HTHE LOSS OF BRISTLECONE AND THE TARBOTS, | ALREADY. THE CHIT WAS CONDITIONAL UPON MURTAUGH 


‘MAX HALUSKA, SANCTUM 
ADROIT CLIENT, PAID 


MURTAUGH'S REPORT SUGGESTS THAT 
YOU'RE GUILTY OF EXTORTION, MURDER, 
‘ATIEMPTED MASS-MURDER, AND THAT 
YOU TAKE ORDERS FROM THE SEAMY 
CROTCH OF SOME INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 


TF THAT'S TRUE, THEN TURNING YOU 
‘OvER TO THE COURTS WOULD LIKELY 
RESULT IN A GROSS MISCARRIAGE OF 
JUSTICE, AND POSSIBLY ADDITIONAL 
LOSS OF LIFE. 


ARE YOU GOING TO 
“DISAPPEAR ME COLONEL? 


NO, BUT YOUR PAYMASTERS IN THE SEAMY 
CROTCH SENT SOMEONE TO COLLECT YOU, 
PERHAPS THAT'S HIS JOB, 


YOU LEFT IN A TOUR || IF YOU'D SENT US OUT IN A GUNSHIP 
BUS. YOU CAME BACK || JUST THINK WHAT WE COULD HAVE 
INA STOLEN GUNSHIP.) ] COME BACK IN! 


VERY SMALL PIECES 
'LEAPS TO MIND. 


MERCENARY COMPANY I 


y a3. machinist prior to 
Ic Liglas marrying. 
S y 


2 KEEP A GUNSHIP STOLEN | | Haligg Eeitesnisbieee femal | SE5% THE stip 
kegp I Row the Heuormest, _| | is peacncalty 
FA || ee nero ; Panty Aeaoy. J 


OAD2 THERE'S A GUNSHIP AI. || SHE SAYS SHE KNEW GRAM 

UP HERE TO SEE YOU, KARLA. WANTS TO SAY “Hi 
ANO CATCH Up ON OLD 
‘TIMES T GUESS, 


TIMES ARE BETTER 
LEFT UNCAUGHT, ]X 


YEAH, WELL, YOU CAN TELL 
He THAT YOURSELF, DOCK 
Five, BAY TWENTY-FOUR 

1 HAVE WORK TO 00, 


CRAZY IS FOR PEOPLE 
ROBOTS GO DEFECTIVE. 


ie cae < 


CAN WAIT A FEW 
iWNUTEs, I SUPPOSE, 


NO, T'm soRey 
10 SCARE YOU. 


I SCARED YOU AWAY. I PUSHEO ALL 
THOSE INVITATIONS ONTO YOU, AND 
YOU HARED OFF ACROSS THE GALAXY 
RATHER THAN TALK TO YOUR MOTHER, 


THAT'S NOT 
‘QUITE HOW IT 


BUT THAT'S EXACTLY HOW 
FELT ABOUT IT. $0... AN 
EARLY WEDDING PRESENT! 


I TALKED TO YOUR PARENTS “YOUR DAUGHTER WAS A VICTIM OF 
AND CLEARED EVERYTHING UP. GOVERNMENT INO-CONTROL” IS 
ACTUALLY A PRETTY GOOD EXCUSE, 


“I TALKED TO. YOUR PARENTS AND 
CLEARED EVERYTHING UP" IS ACTUALLY 
“A PRETTY GOOD WEODING PRESENT. 


GIVE HIM A KISS, AND GET || EVERYONE! SERGEANT || AND THE BUS DRIVER, 
INTO iy OFFICE FOR KATHRYN FLINDERS, 
you! 


DEBRIEFING, 


DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN YOU LEFT, ALL BRIGHT 


EYED AND HOPEFUL? DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT I EXACTLY. NOW... LET'S 


ASKED YOU TO NOT 002 ALL HAVE A LOOK AT 


THIS SEGMENT. 


YOU ASKED US 
TO NOT MAKE 
THE NEWS, SIR, 


‘scuse me. I'm 
under orders 
to not watch 


NITHE TRY, THEAROTHENT. 


THE RESULTING FIRE- 
FIGHT FEATURED HEAW 
WEAPONS, HIGH-ENERGY 
POINT-EFENSE 
CANNONS, AND RIOT 
RESTRAINT ROUNDS. 


7 


WITNESSES REPORT AS 
MANY AS NINE FATALITIES, 
BUT AUTHORITIES HAVE 
BEEN UNABLE TO 
CONFIRM THAT NUMBER 


ONE CONSTABLE, SPEAKING || THAT LAST SOUND-BITE, IT’S PRETTY 
ANONYMOUSLY, SAID: “wit! || DAMNING, WOULON'T YOU Say 
WHAT THEY WERE SHOOTING 

IT'S A MIRACLE THE WHOLE 

HIVE DIDN'T GO UP." 


CAPTAIN TAGON, SIR, I WASN'T LIEUTENANT BUNNIGUS' 
PRESENT AT THE ORIGINAL BRIEFING. ) || ONLY FAILURE WAS 
FOLLOWING OUR ASSAULT UPON TRUSTING Me. THE REST 
ENTRY INTO THE Hive 1 accePTED A) || OF THIS FOXTROT WAS 
LEADERSHIP ROLE mY FAULT. 


T ABANDONED THAT ROLE SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER AND FLED THE TEAM. WE 

LATER FOUND OURSELVES WORKING AT 
CROSS-PURPOSES. A FIREFIGHT ENSUED. 


YOU FELL ON THAT SWORD SO- 
WELL 1 CAN'T SEE ANY OF 
IT STICKING OUT 


GETTING THE POMmMeEL 
THROUGH THE ENTRY WOUND 
HURTS QUITE A BIT, SIR 


(ONE PRIVATE DEBRIEFING LATER. 


‘GOOD NEWS. ALL 
‘OF You STILL 
Have Joes, 


mst ‘ABOUT YOU! 


(OH, I'M STILL 
UNEMPLOYED, 
OBVIOUSLY. TAGON 
DOESN'T WANT ME 
ANYWHERE NEAR HIS 
PAYROLL, 


YOU'RE A GOOD OFFICER, 
BUNNI. I'm SORRY T 
SCREWED UP YOUR 
CHANCE TO SHINE. 


AND YOU... I DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU 
‘ARE, BUT YOU FORCE-MULTIPLY 


LOGARITHMICALLY. 


I HAVE TO. THE STARTING 
NUMBER IS KIND OF SMALL. 


Viet 


1h 


True, but that operation is worth several 
Forhines, and Shep still thinks like a grunt. We 
eft @ power vacuum right at the very top. 


Ennesby, what Leveraging my extensive |] Disaster? Pau is under 
do you think will }\ hnowladge of history, |] control, and Shop has a 
happen back in politics, and Hive |] squad of milspec robots. 
Haven Hive? dynamics, I Forse 

disaster. 


NEXT UP, SOMEBODY NEEDS 10 
VACUUM THOSE DRAINS, OR THINGS 
‘ARE GOING 10 GET UGLY FAST. 


That vacuum is going fo suck 
hard, and draw some unscrupulous 
sutsider right into the boardroom. 

T Fool bad For Shep, because I am 
sure things are going to got ugly Fast. 


